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$2.00

     Andrew:     0429 669 635 
   Karen:      0498 113 327 

Megan:     0498 017 056 
  

2/1 Mount Street, Yass 
$439,000

A perfect opportunity exists to purchase this two  
bedroom town house. 

- Community title - Enclosed back yard 
-Plenty of storage and undercover outdoor entertaining 

area - Bathroom with shower, bath and wc 
-Separate Laundry - Living with RCAC 

SOLD

2 1 1 257 sqm block

30 DeMestre Street   
$600,000

Great location easy commute to Canberra – or drop 
down to the main street. Family lounge room with gas 

heating. Large country kitchen with plenty of bench 
space. Large master bedroom with ensuite & walk in 
robe. Double garage with internal access and also 

back yard access.

SOLD

4 22 600sqm block

Yass Valley Property  
have been experiencing a high volume  

of qualified buyers looking for  
properties in Yass. 

If you or someone you know  
is thinking of selling please contact us. 

Old Linton Medical Practice  
gains mental health expert

Yass’ Old Linton Medical Practice has 
gained a mental health expert in  
experienced GP Dr Vasanth Bajpe.  

The new doctor joins the  
long-standing grandfather &  
granddaughter duo Dr Ray Burn and 
Dr Hannah Burn-Petersen at the  
practice.  

 
Dr Bajpe is bringing a lot of wonderful 
experience to their clinical group Dr 
Burn said. 
 
“He's able to pick up some of our  
clinical load because it's a very, very 
busy time,” she said. “So, we're really  
delighted to have him, it's making a 
real difference having him here.” 

An experienced GP, Dr Bajpe is a  
fellow with the Royal Australian  
College of General Practioners and 
most importantly brings an expertise in  
psychotherapy to Yass.  
 
Dr Burn said Dr Bajpe’s Masters in 
Adult Psychotherapy means he's able 
to provide expert mental health  
support to their patient base. 
 
“Particularly during the pandemic, this 
is really important.” 
 
Patients can now be referred from 
other practices or internally to  
Dr Bajpe for additional mental health  
support.  
 
“It's nice to have somebody with that 
degree of sub specialization,” she 
said. “The demand for mental health 
services is quite high at present.”  
 
“So it's excellent that we're able to  
provide that additional, I guess, puzzle 
piece in terms of patient care locally.” 
 
“He's also adept at pathology  
collection, and other diagnostic bits 
and pieces,” she said. “So, he's a very 
valuable new member of our team.” 
 
Dr Burn explained that your mental 
health is as important as your physical 
health and it’s just as tangible as any 
physical problem with your body. 
 
Anxiety, depression, mood disorders, 
and other mental health conditions are 
just as significant and just as serious 
as asthma, blood pressure or a broken 
arm.  
“In fact, they can have the same 

impact on your health and your life  
expectancy as these organic medical 
conditions,” she said.  
 
“It's just as important to be proactive 
about the care for your mental health 
as we would be for a problem that we 
have in our physical body like say, a 
cut or burn or a bad cold.” 
 
Additionally, Dr Burn said they hope to 
reopen the Murrumbateman Old  
Linton Practice in the future but there 
are no firm commitments at this stage. 
 
“We would love to re-expand back to 
Murrumbateman at some stage and 
we really miss all of our  
Murrumbateman patients,” she said. 
“But for the moment, we've circled the 
wagons here in Yass.” 
 
It’s a question of how the practice 
goes over the next six months to a 
year Dr Burn said, before they can 
make any decisions about an  
expansion.  
 
The clinic’s website has also just gone 
live at 
oldlintonmedicalpractice.com.au. 
which will soon be linked to Hot Doc.  
 
This will allow patients to book online 
and particularly Dr Bajpe’s patients 
who saw him at other practices will be 
able to find him via the online booking 
system.  
 
Brianna O’Rourke 
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Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra.

Before we can do the thing 
we want to do, there’s something 
we all need to do fi rst.

Book your COVID-19 vaccination.

Visit Australia.gov.au or call 
1800 020 080.

Public servants 
to hit the  

paddocks for 
harvest

Yass Valley locals could be among more 
than 4,500 public servants eligible for five 
days’ special leave to assist NSW  
farmers ahead of a record harvest  
season.  

Chair of NSW Farmers’ Yass Branch  
Carolina Merriman said it’s great news 
public servants can get the experience of 
becoming part of the harvest. 

“If there's a [labour] shortage for harvest 
that means the farmer cannot get the 
crop off, which means the crop may fail,” 
she said. “Which then means the farmer 
does not receive the income that they 
need.” 
   “I'm sure farmers really look forward to 
having the public servants join them on 
their harvest and be a part of it all and 
help fulfill the labour shortage.” 

Member for Goulburn Wendy Tuckerman 
said this was another important step from 
the NSW Government which would help 
the region’s farmers bring in their crops.  
  “Agriculture will be a significant driver 
as the Goulburn electorate and state’s 
economies recover from COVID,” she 
said. “By providing harvest leave to staff 
to provide an extra set of hands in the 
field helps get produce to market and  
dollars into farmers’ pockets. 

“This is the first time leave of this kind 
has been offered to Department of  
Regional NSW staff and it’s another  
example of the work this government is 
doing to help farmers source the  
workforce they need for another bumper 
harvest.  

“Through drought, bushfires, mice and 
now the pandemic, the regions have 
stood tall to produce the food and fibre 
we all rely on. Now it’s our turn to help 
them out.” 

Carolina said the farmers labour shortage 
is a concern particularly due to border  
restrictions that prevented international 
workers from entering the country.  

“Although NSW recently opened its  
borders to fully vaccinated international 
arrivals harvest is a very short, high  
intensity period. The timing has just fallen 
short due to the restrictions that stopped 
workers from getting access to the  
regions,” Carolina said. 
   
“Hopefully farmers can access more 
workers from overseas,” she said. “We'd 
like to help our farmers out in their  
harvest period.” 

The special leave initiative was an-
nounced this week by Deputy Premier 
and Minister for Regional NSW Paul 
Toole and Minister for Agriculture Adam 
Marshall.  
   “Nearly 80 per cent of staff from the 
Department of Regional NSW already live 
and work in regional NSW,  so chances 
are many of them know their way around 
a header or chaser

 bin and how important this 
busy time of year is for  
regional communities,”  
Mr Toole said.  
   “These workers can  
volunteer to help out with 
any harvest, anywhere in 
the state - from harvesting  
blueberries in Coffs  
Harbour, oranges and 
table grapes in the  
Riverina and Murray, to 
cherries in the Central 
West or helping bring in a 
bumper grain harvest.”  
 
“This will be a record  
season and Harvest Leave 
provides another positive 
incentive to ensure this 

year’s crops are  
harvested,” Mr Marshall 
said.  
Staff can use local  
contacts or the Help  
Harvest NSW website to 
help find suitable  
opportunities to assist in 
this year’s harvest.  
There is no cost to farmers 
getting help from  
departmental volunteers, 
as staff will be paid at their 
standard leave rate by the 
Department.  
    Leave will be managed 
to ensure there will be no 
impact on services  
provided by the  
Department.  

Brianna O’Rourke 
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  www.yassrealestate.com.au 

206 Comur Street, Yass Phone 6226 1922

 4 Blocks A
lrea

dy Sold!

Coen St, Yass

  YASS REAL ESTATE              “Working Harder For You”
  www.yassrealestate.com.au 

 
 
   •  As new, three year old, 4 bedroom family residence in  
      growing Fairley Estate 
   •  Bright and modern throughout, featuring a glossy kitchen  
      with walk in pantry and generous island bench overlooking  
      casual open plan living 
   •  Master bedroom with walk in robe and ensuite with double  
      shower heads and separate WC 
   •  Three generous bedrooms with built-ins plus study 
   •  Family bathroom with free-standing bath and separate  
       powder room 
   •   Keep the whole family happy with a large rumpus room 
   •  Front and rear entertaining options to suit any occasion 
   •  Double garage and additional 9x9 colourbond garage  
      with attached carport 
   •  Ducted and zoned RCAC for ultimate climate control 

 Viewings each Friday 5-5:30pm and Saturday 1-1:30pm until Auction Day - Contact Edwina Brown 0429 327 059         
Ph: 6226 1922      206 Comur Street, Yass 

Auction 20th November onsite at 11am
36 Camp St, Murrumbateman – AUCTION

Barbara Foster wins NSW Volunteer of 
the Year Award for Southern Tablelands

Cooma Cottage Volunteers  
recognised by The National Trust – L-R 
Lyn Dowrick, Barbara Foster, Ruvae Bush 
and Rosalie Bush. 

Cooma Cottage volunteer, Barbara Foster, 
has been recognised in the NSW Volunteer of 
the Year Awards 2021 for her contribution the 
National Trust. 

In addition to the eight judging categories are 
the Recognition Awards and Barbara was one 
of six individuals who will be acknowledged. 

They will receive a certificate in the  
Recognition Category at a regional ceremony 
to celebrate their contribution to their local 
community.  

Debbie Mills, National Trust (NSW) Chief  
Executive Officer congratulated Barbara on 
her recognition at the NSW Volunteer of the 
Year Awards.  

“It’s well-deserved and we couldn’t do our 
vital work without the contribution from  
amazing volunteers such as Barbara,” she 
said. 

Leah Tasker of National Trust of Australia 
(NSW) said Barbara’s leadership skills have 
seen the volunteers at Cooma Cottage  
remain loyal and engaged during the recent 
COVID-19 lockdown.  
 
“She has recruited four new volunteers over 

the past six months and welcomes anyone 
considering volunteering,” Leah said.  
 
“Barbara’s knowledge of Cooma Cottage is 
invaluable and her professionalism makes 
Cooma Cottage a ‘must do’ for tours, school 
groups and a wide range of visitors.” 
 
During the National Trust recent 75th  
anniversary events, Leah said Barbara and 
the volunteers organised the house tours and 
ensured everyone felt welcome and  
enjoyed their day.  
 
“Barbara and the volunteers consistently  
deliver to a high standard, ensuring Cooma 
Cottage has volunteers rostered, retail  
supplies replenished and has property  
maintenance facilitated.” 
    Leah described Barbara as a valuable 
mentor to all new volunteers who provides 
leadership and guidance. 
 
“She's done an amazing job,” Leah said. 
“That's fantastic that she's got that  
recognition.” 
 
    Now in their 15th year, the NSW Volunteer 
of the Year Awards have grown to become 
one of the largest celebrations of volunteering 
in Australia.  
    Regional finalists for the awards are  
announced at 25 ceremonies throughout 
NSW and are invited to the Gala State  
Ceremony for the announcement of the 2021 
NSW Volunteer of the Year. 
 
Volunteers are nominated in the below eight 
categories: 

• Young Volunteer of the Year 
• Adult Volunteer of the Year 
• Senior Volunteer of the Year 
• Volunteer Team of the Year 
• Club Volunteer of the Year 
• Excellence in Volunteer  
  Management 
• Corporate Volunteer of the Year 
• Region Volunteer of the Year 

 
Brianna O’Rourke

October 27, 2021 is the Last Chance For Prospective 
Yass Valley Council Candidates to receive a free  

candidate profile in the Yass Valley Times Print Product  
Please contact Nyssa on 0413 763 216 before October 25 

to take part. After this date, YVT will be offering  
Advertising packages in print and online from Thursday 

October 28 until early December.  
Please discuss your needs with our staff
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Re-establishment of Alcohol Free Zone 

In accordance with Section 644(1) of the Local Government Act 1993, Yass Valley Council proposes  
to re-establish the Alcohol Free Zone that was previously in place in the main street area of Yass CBD.  

The area affected by the Alcohol Free Zone is shown on the attached map. 
 

The reason for the re-establishment of the Alcohol Free Zone (maximum period of four (4) years) is to  
prohibit the drinking of alcohol on roads, footpaths and in identified car parking areas. 

Comments on the proposal will be received up until close of business on  
Friday, 12 November 2021 and should be addressed to: 

 
Mr Jeff Cartwright, Senior Environmental Health Officer 

Yass Valley Council, PO Box 6, Yass NSW 2582; 
Email council@yass.nsw.gov.au

Andy Scanlan New Treasurer  
for Yass Business Chamber

The Yass Valley Business 
Chamber has welcomed new 
Treasurer Andy Scanlan into  

 
the fold.  
    With a varied life and  
career from banking to  

Defence Andy now runs his 
own business Scabbard  
Consulting contracting to  
Defence, works at a security 
clearance company and  
dabbles in sheep farming.  
 
Andy said he thought taking 
up the recently vacant  
Treasurer position would be a 
good opportunity to contribute 
to the business community. 
 
The Treasurer moniker isn’t a 
new brand for Andy either. 
During his military service he 
was treasurer of several  
Officers’ Mess Halls and 
turned around one of the 
largest messes in Australia to 
a profit-making  
organisation just by building 
the books correctly. 
 
Based in Marchmont, Andy 
enjoys the rural life on 
acreage with his family and 
250 odd head of sheep where 
he also runs a small paddock 

to plate business for his  
Canberra clients. 
 
In his spare time Andy enjoys 
computer gaming and getting 
out to the shooting range with 
his rifle.  
 
Andy said he hopes to  
transfer his experience in  
finance to the business  
chamber and plans to focus 
on back-office processes to 
assist in streamlining  
activities.  
 
He will use some of his core 
skills to assist the chamber he 
said and hopes to learn about 
the Yass business community. 
 
“I know from the discussions 
we've had membership is 
quite low compared to  
perhaps previous years,” he 
said. Andy wants to focus on 
“being able to facilitate the 
ease of being part of the  
organization”. 

   Andy said he’s also  
interested in investigating how 
they interact with Council in 
relation to shaping their  
concept of what the future will 
look like for the business 
chamber. 
 
“I'm a little bit of a guy that’s 
along the lines of build it and 
they will come, not wait for 
them to come and then try 
and catch up.” 
 
Andy is looking forward to 
working with the business 
chamber and stated. "It's  
important to get involved with 
the community."  
 
Brianna O’Rourke

Cooma Cottage on track to reopen soon
The National Trust of Australia’s galleries, museums 
and properties, including Cooma Cottage, remain 
closed for now but plans are in the works for a 
COVID-19 safe reopening soon.  

Leah Tasker of National Trust of Australia (NSW) 
said they are counting down the days until they can 
welcome everyone back to their properties.  

“We are busy undertaking a thorough review of how 
we ensure the safety and wellbeing of our staff,  
volunteers and community,” she said.  

“We’ve received many wonderful messages of  
support through the COVID-19 closure and really 
appreciate everyone’s understanding to help keep 
the community safe.” 

Leah said the National Trust has done a survey and 
audit of the vaccination status of their staff and  
volunteers.  

“It's gone through a fairly extensive consultation  

period with volunteers, because some of our  
volunteers are particularly sort of in that older age 
group,” Leah said. “We just need to take some extra 
steps to make sure we're keeping everyone safe.” 
 
But she said everyone's keen to get back and open 
up as long as they're around vaccinated people. 
 
“We've got very high rates of vaccination within the 
National Trust, which is making it a bit easier.” 
 
“Staff and volunteers feel more confident around 
being around vaccinated people.” 
    However, Leah said COVID-19 restrictions stretch 
the staff and volunteers a bit because extra people 
are needed on the roster for monitoring vaccine  
status and the COVID Safe Check-In. 
 
Cooma Cottage is always looking for new volunteers 
and welcomes anyone considering volunteering to 
contact them at volunteer@nationaltrust.com.au. 
    “Volunteering time with the National Trust is a 
great way to learn new skills, meet people and  

support valuable work,” Leah said. 
 
There are also some works underway at the cottage 
including a new farm fence and bathroom facilities.  
  
The new bathrooms include disabled and ambulant 
toilets, which were funded by the NSW Government 
and a generous donation from T. Eakin in memory of 
Dr Flynn Leah said. 
 
“The new facilities are an important upgrade for 
Cooma Cottage, improving accessibility for  
everyone.”  
    Funding from the Yass Valley Council Heritage 
Grant Program will also help fix the farm fence, 
which had fallen into a state of disrepair over the 
years.  
 
The latest opening times for Cooma Cottage are 
available on their website or via their e-newsletter.  
 
Brianna O’Rourke
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Yass Valley Times Classifieds 
To place your classified contact ads@yassvalleytimes.com.au or  

Phone 0413 763 216 

Position VacantDeath Notice

Yass High School Canteen Licence 
Tenders are called for the licence of the school canteen 

for the school year commencing on 28/1/2022 for a 
term of 3 years with an option to renew for 2 years.   

Annual school enrolments will be approximately 530.  
 

General enquiries and requests for a Tender   
Information Package should be referred to: 

 Andrew Facer Deputy Principal -  6226 1711  
or andrew.facer@det.nsw.edu.au 

Tenders must be sent electronically and noted in the 
subject line “Commercial in Confidence -  

School Canteen Tender”  
and sent to: Andrew Facer – Deputy Principal 

andrew.facer@det.nsw.edu.au 
 

Tenders close at 3pm on 08/11/21 
Mandatory Criteria: All employees must hold a  

current working with children check.

CAREY, Owen Bernard 
Late of Withcott, passed away  

surrounded by family on 7th October 
2021, aged 76 years. 

 
Beloved Husband of Betty. Loved  

Father of Deb, Rog, Warren, Nat and 
Jo. Much loved Poppy. 

 
Owen has been farewelled by family 

and friends. 
 

T.S. Burstow Funerals 
 Australian and Family Owned 

  Toowoomba QLD (07) 4636 9600

Public Notice

Yass Aged Care Foundation inc. 
Trustee for Yass Aged Care Trust 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 
Notice is given that the Annual General 
Meeting  of the Foundation will be held on 
Wednesday, 3 November 2021 at 6.00 pm 

At the Yass Soldiers Club,  
Meehan Street, Yass 

Any interested member of the public of the 
Yass  Valley local government area who would 
like to join the Foundation membership prior 
to the AGM or would like to make a donation 

to the Trust, please contact: 
Mark McRae, Secretary, 

PO Box 871, YASS NSW 2582 
02 6226 5929

TAFE Services Coordinator 
•  Integral role between TAFE and  

the community
•  Apply your customer service skills and be the 

face of the campus
• Temporary full-time role for 12 months
• Role located at Yass Campus.  

Applications Close: Monday  
8 November 2021 at 11:59 pm
For more information please visit  
iworkfor.nsw.gov.au  
Job Reference Number  
00008I90 or contact  
Manager TAFE Services, 
John Wilde on 0438 536 738.
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New Dine & Discover  
Vouchers Coming Soon 

This Graphic/Image is sponsored by the Yass Valley Times.  
The NSW Government continues to provide limited budgets for  
advertising for independent media regarding Covid messaging.

The main street was buzzing on the 
weekend, but Yass residents will 
soon have more reasons to  
celebrate with two additional Dine & 
Discover vouchers coming this 
summer. 
 
Member for Goulburn Wendy  
Tuckerman said the expanded  
program will support residents 
across the community and  
encourage economic activity as part 
of the government’s economic  
recovery strategy.  
 
“This is about supporting people to 
get out and have a meal or spend 
the day discovering their community 
while supporting businesses,” Mrs 
Tuckerman said.  
 
“The additional $250 million  
investment by the NSW  
Government will help businesses 
recover from months of restrictions 
and encourage people to enjoy 
what they love most.  
 
“We experienced the success of the 
Dine & Discover program when we 
reopened last time, which is why we 
are doubling down efforts with an 
additional two $25 vouchers - one 
for Dine and one for Discover  
venues.  
 
“We are backing our businesses 
and helping hip pockets by  
expanding the program, in addition 
to extending existing vouchers until 
the end of June 2022.”  
 
Yazzbar manager Debbie Hamilton 
said she thinks the vouchers will 
give a boost to local businesses 
now that restrictions have eased, 
and people are getting out more.  
 
“But the added benefit of getting a 

free coffee, lunch or something it 
definitely does help,” she said.  
Debbie said previously Yazzbar 
only had a few customers using the 
vouchers, but she thinks the bar will 
have more this time round as other 
states open up and people become 
more relaxed.  
 
“I think it'll be good because   
a lot of our customers are from  
Sydney and Melbourne,” she said. 
“It’ll be really nice to see all those 
faces again.” 
 
The vouchers will be delivered via 
the Service NSW app.  
 
“You’ll find them in your Service 
NSW app in time for summer or you 
can contact Service NSW and they 
can send them to you,” Mrs  
Tuckerman said.  
 
“To date, almost 4.8 million people 
have taken advantage of the 
voucher program since its launch in 
March, giving businesses a $430 
million boost.”  
 
NSW residents aged 18 years and 
over who are yet to apply will be 
able to do so until the program ends 
and will receive all six $25  
vouchers.  
 
Participating businesses do not 
need to reapply. Those who want to 
join the program are encouraged to 
register, download the scanner app 
and get ready to redeem.  
 
More information will be made 
available in the coming weeks on 
the nsw.gov.au website.  
 
Brianna O’Rourke 
 
 

Yass Valley Council  
Works In Progress

  ·   The Gundaroo  
Recreation Ground  
amenities building  
upgrade is on track to be 
completed by the end of 
October. 

  ·   Murrumbateman  
Winery Trail – asphalt 
work has been undertaken 
on part of Murrumbateman  

 
Road and the earthworks  
for the concrete sections  
on Hercules Street and 
McIntosh Circuit have now 
commenced. This will be 
completed over the next 
few weeks. 
 
     ·   Nanima Road Stage 
Two – work has  
commenced. 

     ·   Shingle Hill Way 
bridge replacement – work 
is underway on site. The 
contractors are working off 
the road with no  
disruptions to motorists. 
 
   ·   Illalong Road – work 
is progressing well on site 
and should be completed 
in a couple of weeks. 
   ·   Morton Avenue – work 
has commenced. 
   ·   Cusack Place – work 
will commence this week. 
 
   ·   Heavy patching has 
now commenced and will  
continue over the next few 
months. Resealing works 
will commence in the  
coming weeks. 
 
   ·   Work will commence 
in a week or so on Yass 
River Road as part of our 
Fixing Local Roads stage 
two road rehabilitations. 

YASS VALLEY CAN ASSIST 
BRANCH MEETING  

The Annual Branch Meeting of Yass 
Valley Can Assist will be on  

Thursday 4th November. The meeting 
will be at 7.30 pm at Yass Soldier's 
Club for election of office bearers.  
All financial members can vote.
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NSW hits 80 per cent 
double vaxxed target

NSW has become the first state with 80 per 
cent of residents over 16 fully inoculated 
against COVID-19. 

Premier Dominic Perottet (pictured) announced 
the news on Social Media, saying restrictions 
will ease further from Monday October 18. 

Mr Perrottet said it had been a long wait but it 
felt good to be “breaking this news” thanking 
healthcare professionals and the residents of 
NSW. 

“A huge thanks to all the nurses and the  
vaccination hub staff at NSW Health, the GPs, 
the pharmacists and every person in our state 
who rolled up their sleeve to get us here,” he 
said. 

Under the NSW government’s COVID-19 
roadmap, more freedoms would be allowed the 
Monday after the state hit its target. 

It now means from this Monday the rules 
around 80 per cent will take effect allowing 
more visitors to people’s houses, an increase 
to people gathering outdoors and outdoor  

ticketed events. 
Mr Perrottet advised people to go to NSW 
Health and Services NSW to keep up to date 
with the changes. 
 
From this week masks will no longer be 
mandatory in offices, community sports can  
resume and nightclubs can reopen. 
 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison congratulated 
the Premier on social media, writing “Well done 
NSW” in response to the announcement. 
 
“A tremendous achievement! Let's keep going,” 
Mr Morrison said. “Help keep you, your family 
and your community safe by getting vaccinated 
today.” 
 
As of October 18, 92 per cent of people over 16 
in NSW had received one dose of a COVID-19 
vaccine and 80.3 per cent had received two 
doses. 
 
Travel to the regions, promised at 80 per cent, 
has been delayed due to the low vaccination 
rates in some parts of regional NSW.

Contract Awarded  
for Largest  

Wind Farm in NSW

The state's largest wind farm is about to be built between Yass 
and Boorowa.  
 
Zenviron was last month awarded the contract to deliver the 
Rye Wind Farm in regional New South Wales, which will be the 
largest wind farm in the state.  
The Rye Park project is situated to the north of Yass and east 
of Boorowa. 
 
The Rye Wind Farm will feature 66 Vestas turbines – the 
biggest ever turbines to be installed in Australia to date. 
Once open and fully commissioned, the Rye Wind Farm will be 
the biggest in New South Wales, and one of the five biggest in 
the country. 
Rye Park Renewable Energy awarded the contract to Zenviron 
– an incorporated joint venture between ZEM Energy and 
Monadelphous Read. 
Zenivron will conduct up to $250 million of construction,  
involving both electrical and civil work.  
 
The Rye Park Wind Farm is expected to produce an average 
of 1,188GWh, which equates to the annual electricity needed 
to power approximately 215,000 homes, offsetting 960,000 
tonnes of CO2 per year. 
 
55 per cent of the Rye Park Project has been contracted to 
Newcrest Mining under a 15-year power purchase agreement. 
The Rye Park Project is estimated to be completed in the first 
quarter of 2024. 
 
Tim Warren

ADVERTISE  
IN THE  
Times 

 
YOUR LOCAL  
NEWSPAPER 

CALL 0413 763 216
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Voluntary Assisted Dying  
Introduced into NSW Parliament

Jo-Anne Groom with husband Tim. 

A historic voluntary assisted dying bill was introduced 
into NSW Parliament last week by Independent MP 
Alex Greenwich. 

The proposed legislation would allow terminally ill  
people to end their lives if two doctors approve the  
request. 
  Patients will only be able to access assisted dying if 
they're given less than six months to live, or 12 months 
if they are diagnosed with neurological degeneration 
like dementia. 

Medical practitioners can refuse to take part in the 
process. 

Yass local Jo-Anne Groom became an advocate for  

voluntary assisted dying (VAD) after watching her  
father, Vern Foley, die from Melanoma. 
 
When Jo-Anne was 16 he had a skin cancer removed 
but five years later another tumour was found. Vern 
was then placed on a debilitating course of “pretty  
gruelling” radiation. 
 
This led to kidney failure and dialysis.  
A terminal cancer diagnoses was made shortly after, 
and Vern was given three to four months to live.  
 
The diagnosis was made after a chest X-ray, which 
was a standard check for dialysis patients to look for 
fluid around the heart and lungs, found four spots on 
his lung. 
 
Four weeks later those four sports became eight. 
“He was in immense pain, he couldn't do any of the 
things he used to do.”  
 
“[Doctors] had given him liquid morphine in the bottle to 
deal with his pain, that's how crude things were back 
then,” she said. “He would swig it from the bottle to try 
and cope with the pain.” 
 
Vern sat their family down one day and announced he 
was going to stop the dialysis treatment because he 
didn’t want to go on like that anymore Jo-Anne said.  
“He had no quality of life. We were all suffering.” 
 
“My father made the choice of not continuing his  
dialysis treatment while being fully aware that it meant 
he would live for another 7-10 days,” she said. “That 
was his version of euthanasia and he made that choice 
rather than continuing to suffer from cancer.” 
 
Vern died in 1992 when Jo-Anne was 22-years-old.  
“No one needs to go through that,” she said. “The  
patient themselves doesn't need to suffer like that, the 
families don't need to suffer like that.” 
 
“Unless they've been through the situation, they have 
no idea of the suffering involved.”  
 
They don't know about all the other little thefts along 
the way,” she said. “Cancer chips away at your life rob-
bing you of things bit by bit until you've got nothing 
left.” 
 

But two decades later Jo-Anne’s husband of 13 years, 
Tim, was diagnosed with the same cancer as her  
father. He was given 18-months to five years to live but 
died after only 11-months.  
 
Tim’s cancer left him paraplegic with a deflated lung  
before a pulmonary embolism ended his suffering.  
“I've always said to anyone who asked me, it was the 
kindest thing that could have happened because of the 
pain that he was in.” 
 
Jo-Anne said the doctors did what they could to miti-
gate the pain they were in but they can’t do anything 
about the lost dignity.  
“The illness has already stripped these people of so 
much why should then the system that's supposed to 
help them also strip them of their own dignity.” 
 
Dying with Dignity NSW Vice President Shayne Higson 
said passing the voluntary assisted dying laws will 
allow people who meet the strict eligibility criteria the 
option of ending their suffering by dying peacefully at a 
time and place of their choosing. 
 
“It’s a very compassionate end of life option for people 
whose suffering cannot be relieved, even with the best 
of palliative care.” 
 
“These laws have existed overseas for decades there 
is absolutely no evidence of a slippery slope,” she said. 
“They are highly safeguarded and regulated and in fact 
quite difficult for some people to even access.” 
   NSW is the only Australian state yet to pass  
euthanasia laws. It was been debated in 2017 but it 
was narrowly defeated. 
 
Member for Goulburn Wendy Tuckerman said she is  
seeking feedback from the community on their 
thoughts on the bill and has opened a poll to hear  
electorate residents’ opinions. 
 
Premier Dominic Perrottet wants to allow Government 
MPs a conscience vote but said he will not support the 
Bill. 
 
The vote is expected to take place in the coming 
weeks. 
 
Brianna O’Rourke 

Down on the Farm At Yass High

As lock down has rolled on by things 
on the farm kept marching along. 
Lambing has come and gone, gardens 
have been prepared for the coming 
return of students, crops have jumped  

 
out of the ground at the bottom farm  
and calves are growing fast out on  
agistment.  
 
On a sombre note, we have bid 

farewell to our Farm Assistant, Terry 
Frantz who retired after 7 years of 
being the constant in ensuring that 
things run smoothly at the farm. We 
will miss his passion and stories and 
wish him the best in his retirement 
knowing we will see him around the 
traps.  
This has meant we have had Chris 
Hulme step in during very challenging 
circumstances to take the ropes. And 
what a job he has done, taking the 
ewes through lambing flawlessly,  
managing the sale rams and the 
shearing at very short notice, fixing 
fences, clearing rubbish and all  
without our tractor.  
 
A huge thanks for his dedication 
and patience throughout, we have 
been very fortunate to have someone 
of his skills available.  
 
As we return to school the catch up on 
those things that could not be done via 
remote learning is happening fast with 
shearing happening on the second 
day back thanks to Bradley, Sam, and 

Charlie. In a calm and professional 
way they worked through the rams 
without a cross word (even when there 
was some fence jumpers). A great job, 
well done!  
 
Early in the lockdown we were forced 
to sell our Show Team steers due to 
the ongoing restrictions. This was  
disappointing to all, but an unfortunate 
necessity. We hope to be able to  
attend shows again next year and will 
keep you posted.  
 
As we look forward to the end of the 
year, there are still many things  
happening including new fencing  
projects for the Primary Industries  
students, all the gardens to be planted 
out by various junior Ag classes and 
lamb marking fast approaching for 
Year 10.  
 
Making hay while the sun shines,  
Agriculture Department.  
 
YHS



A truck caught 
fire on the Hume 
Highway near 
Burley Griffin 
Way late Monday 
night but no one 
was injured.  

 
The Yass Fire 
Brigade attended 
the scene and 
upon arrival 
found the driver 
of the truck  
attempting to put  

 
out the blaze with 
a fire  
extinguisher.  
 
Acting Captain 
Nick Whiting who 
attended the 

scene said the 
fire was likely 
caused by the 
truck’s engine 
getting too hot.  
 
The rig was  
completely  
destroyed by fire 
but the driver was 
able to hop out of 
the vehicle before 
the flames took 
over. They were 
also reportedly 
assisted by  
people passing 
by.  
 
Nick said they 
were concerned 
about the fuel 
tanks in a vehicle 
that size. 
 
“We did have  
initial concerns 
that they might 
have been 
breached,” he 
said. “But in fact, 
they were still  
intact and they 
were fine.” 
 
Nick described 
the fire as “pretty 
straightforward” 
and it didn’t take 
the crew too long 
to put it out.  
 
Brianna O’Rourke 
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Do you
need

funding for
your

community
group?

$150,000 available for Eden-Monaro
projects. 

Expressions of interest are being sought
for grants of $2,500 - $20,000. EOIs close
26 November.

 02 6284 2442

 Kristy.McBain.MP@aph.gov.au
KristyMcBain.com.au

Scan here for more
info and to apply

 

STRONGER COMMUNITIES
GRANTS NOW OPEN

Previous grants have been used for playgrounds, surf
lifesaving and sports equipment, musical instruments,
upgrades to community centres, and much more.

I can’t wait to see what will be achieved in 2022! 

Fire Destroys Truck Vandals Strike In  
Murrumbateman

 
A bus stop in Murrumbateman has been 
vandalised this week after the windows 
were broken leaving glass strewn over the 
ground.  
 
Residents took to the local Murrumbate-
man Notice Board Facebook page to  
express their disappointment in the  
reoccurring vandalism of public property.  
 
“The side piece was flapping around in the 
wind yesterday when I drove past, thought 
to myself someone needed to come pull it 
out before it started flicking fragments 

everywhere,” one user commented. “I was 
glad when I drove past again to at least 
see it laying on the ground.”  
 
“That bus stop is shocking.” 
 
“Unfortunately it’s not the ones that  
actually use it doing the damage,” another 
said.  
 
“Unfortunately not such a great idea for 
the children (mostly primary school) who 
use that bus stop,” someone wrote in  
response to a comment that suggested  
removing the shelter altogether.  
 
“They are equally unimpressed when it 
gets damaged, especially when it is wet 
and windy,” they said. “Given the shelters 
rather central location, it probably isn’t 
even kids that use that shelter doing the 
vandalism.” 
 
“I live nearby and you’d be surprised at the 
antics that go on near there by teens, 
adults, and cars!” 
 
“Very disappointing that and graffiti  
appearing on other shelters,” another said. 
“Yass country council campaigned hard to 
get the shelters we got along with  
assistance from trans border [sic].” 
 
Another user questioned why glass is still 
used in bus stops.  
 
“Not saying smashing public asset is right 
but its been happening all over the world 
for years ! The rest of the world stopped 
putting glass in public places ! [sic].” 

New COVID-19 cases in 
Southern NSW & Yass

Southern NSW Local 
Health District 
(SNSWLHD) was  
notified of four new 
COVID-19 cases on 
Sunday night.   
  This brought the total 
cases in SNSWLHD 
to 404 since the start of 
the current outbreak in 
June. 
Of the four new cases: 
One new case is in 
the Queanbeyan 
Palerang region. The 
case is in Queanbeyan 
and is under  
investigation. 

One new case is in 
the Eurobodalla region. 
The case is in Surfside 
and is under investiga-
tion. 

One new case is in 
the Goulburn Mulwa-
ree region. The case is 
in Goulburn and is under 

investigation. 

One new case is in 
the Yass Valley region. 
The case is in Yass and 
is under investigation. 
Everyone in the District 
should be alert for any 
symptoms that could 
signal COVID‑19, in-
cluding headache, nau-
sea, sore throat, runny 
nose, cough, loss of 
smell or taste, or fever. 
    If symptoms appear, 
people must isolate and 
get tested immediately, 
and remain isolated until 
a negative result is re-
ceived. 
There are more than 
500 COVID-19 testing 
locations across NSW. A 
full list of SNSWLHD’s 
clinic sites and hours is 
available on our web-
site: https://www.snswlh
d.health.nsw.gov.au/our-
services/infectious-dis-

ease/covid-19 
Those aged 
12 years and above are 
now eligible for the 
COVID-19  
vaccination. People can 
make bookings via the  
Commonwealth  
Government’s Vaccine 
Clinic Finder.  
To help stop the spread 
of COVID-19: 
   If you are unwell, get 
tested and isolate right 
away – don’t delay. 
   Wash your hands reg-
ularly. Take hand sani-
tiser with you when you 
go out. 
  Keep your distance. 
Leave 1.5 metres  
between yourself and 
others. 
 Wear a mask indoors 
and while on or waiting 
for public transport. 
 
   Continued page 10.
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See your business advert here!  
Contact the Yass Valley Times for more info. 
0413 763 216    ads@yassvalleytimes.com.au

Southern NSW Local Health District 
(SNSWLHD) has been notified of five 
new COVID-19 cases in the 24 hours 
to 8.00pm Monday night. 

This brings the total cases in 
SNSWLHD to 409 since the start of 
the current outbreak in June. 

Of the five new cases: 

Three new cases are in the  
Queanbeyan-Palerang region and are 
currently being investigated. One case 
is in Queanbeyan and two cases are 
in Jerrabomberra. 
Two new cases are in the Yass Valley 

region. One case is in Gundaroo and 
is under investigation. One case is in 
Yass and is linked to a known case. 
Everyone in the District should be alert 
for any symptoms that could signal 
COVID‑19, including headache,  
nausea, sore throat, runny nose, 
cough, loss of smell or taste, or fever. 
If symptoms appear, people must  
isolate and get tested immediately, 
and remain isolated until a negative 
result is received. 
 
There are more than 500 COVID-19 
testing locations across NSW. A full list 
of SNSWLHD’s clinic sites and hours 
is available on our website: 

https://www.snswlhd.health.nsw.gov.a
u/our-services/infectious-
disease/covid-19 
 
Those aged 12 years and above are 
now eligible for the COVID-19  
vaccination. People can make  
bookings via the Commonwealth  
Government’s Vaccine Clinic Finder.  
 
To help stop the spread of COVID-19: 
 
If you are unwell, get tested and  
isolate right away – don’t delay. 
Wash your hands regularly. Take hand 
sanitiser with you when you go out. 
Keep your distance. Leave 1.5 metres 

between yourself and others. 
Wear a mask indoors at public venues 
and while on or waiting for public 
transport.

From page 9 - Yass Records Another 2 Cases
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Spring has sprung, the weather is  
warming, and restrictions have eased. We 
can finally get out and about the region 
again.  
The pubs, clubs and cafes are all filling up. 
People are shaking off the COVID and  
Winter blues. High on people’s agenda will 
be the local Yass Valley region wineries.  
The vineyards are in pristine condition, 
with the vines blushing with the start of 
their green foliage flush.  
Most cellar doors will be back to business 
in the next couple of weeks and will be  
expecting an increasing buzz of  
high-octane, wine-tasting energy. Of 
course, we all are now familiar with the  
region’s super-star wine styles, including 
Riesling, Shiraz and Cabernet. Still, there 
are other equally satisfying varieties and 
styles to keep an eye out for when you are 
out and about. 
  With warming Spring days, our wine  

drinking trends toward lighter, brighter 
styles. With the whites, we have some 
cracking varieties around the region.  
Cool climate Sauvignon Blanc fits the 
mould with its fresh tropical fruit flavours 
and fresh, vibrant palate.  
Look out for Semillon too, with its tangy 
grapefruit, crushed apples and citrus fruit 
flavour range.  
You might also see Gewürztraminer, which 
in my opinion, is highly underrated and can 
be delightfully delicious with fragrant rose 
petals, exotic spices and lychee  
characters. Don’t be shy on the “stickies” 
either, with several wineries offering this 
sweet, dessert wine style, with luscious, 
citrus marmalade flavours pairing  
brilliantly with either blue cheese, pate or 
suitably sweet desserts. 
 
With an eye towards lighter style reds, 
there’s plenty to choose from around our 

region. Perhaps my favourite red wine in 
the warmer months is the cracker from 
Chianti – Sangiovese. This variety can take 
a little bit of chill and is an absolute must 
to crack open with a woodfired pizza or a 
bowl of pasta laced with a spicy,  
tomato-based sauce. 
Malbec is making somewhat of a play for 
our palates. In our region, Malbec’s  
characters range from bright, red fruit and 
pepper spice flavours to more robust blue 
and black fruit flavours. Tempranillo is  
becoming popular too and is often loaded 
with dark cherries and spices and is super 
food-friendly. Don’t forget about  
Cabernet’s underrated cousin, Merlot,  
usually a stunning wine with ripe black-
berry and cherry flavours. 
 
The essence of warm weather wine  
drinking can also be found in the plethora 
of regional Rosés, with their strawberry 

and raspberry fruit flavours and delightful 
zing of acid. Now’s also the time to seek 
out a Sparkling or two, so check out those 
made with Riesling or Semillon. 
   Good luck with your regional wine 
 journeys and happy drinking. 
 
Cheers! Brent Lello 

Springing Out and About the Yass Region Wineries 

by Brent Lello 
Bob and Julie at Barton Estate are passionate about 
the vines they nurture and the wines they produce.  

They also don’t mind having a crack at rare-bird wine 
varieties such as Petit Verdot.  Petit Verdot is one of 

the “Big 5” Bordeaux varieties, but is way less  
common in this part of the wine world than its stable 

mates – Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot.  This 
week’s “swirl” – the Barton Estate Petit Verdot 2015 

– is well worth seeking out. 
 

For 6 years old, this is a rippingly youthful red.  The 
wine is a deep, dark red with purple hues along the 
edge.  For me, a swirl reveals beguiling aromas of 

dark cherries, mulberries, white pepper with a lift of 
crushed violets.  On the palate, it’s rich, ripe and  

luscious with a medium to full body. The flavours of 
ripe cherries and black forest fruit flavours with a hint 

of chocolate, well-integrated acid and fine tannins 
leading to a lovely, lively finish.  

 
We enjoyed our bottle with fettuccini in a mushroom 

and blue cheese sauce.  The richness of the dish 
combined well with the lively, full flavoured wine.   
It would go really well with a tomato and red wine 

braised lamb shanks.  I sourced mine direct from the 
winery, and you can buy for $30 on-line here - 

https://www.bartonestate.com.au

Sixty Second Swirl 
Wine of the Week

“Barton Estate will reopen at Cellar 
Door on the 30th October and we look  
forward to sharing all our new vintages 
with you. 
 
We are excited to release the 2017 
Blanc de blancs;  Chardonnay, Riley’s 
Riesling and the ever popular Blue  
Rose- all from 2021, and the bold and 
beautiful 2018 Georgia Shiraz will be 
on the tasting bench! 
 
Over lockdown we have put together 
some “vertical”  6 packs of Riley’s 
Riesling, Georgia Shiraz, “Synergy” 
Cabernets merlot, and of course,  Petit 
Verdot (pictured far right).  This is a 
great way for you to get to know, or  
reacquaint yourselves, with some of our 
favourite older vintages, and of course, 
they make an ideal Christmas gift! 
 

 
 
Visit us at Cellar door to meet the 
newest member of the Barton Estate 
team- Kylo Ren (pictured left); still a  
little boy with big shoes to fill, as he 
steps into the void left by our beloved 4 
footed Meeter and Greeter, Marty. 
 
Bookings for tasting are essential, and 
our space is small so please 
contact us to secure your visit. 
We look forward to seeing you at  
the Cellar Door!! 
 
Barton Estate Wines

Open Saturday & Sunday 
10am - 5pm (Bookings Essential) 

2307 Barton Highway Murrumbateman NSW 2582 
Ph: 0412 229 348   

www.bartonestate.com.au

Cellar Door reopens  
30th October 

New Vintages Available 
Looking forward to seeing you at the Cellar Door 
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Saleyards Report 

Prime Sheep & Lamb –  
13 October 2021 
Total Yarding: 12,881 

Lamb numbers improved and the 
quality was good for the 6,000 new 
season lambs but old lambs were very 
mixed. Store lambs to heavy weights 
were well supplied and extra heavy 
weights were not to the volume of  
previous weeks. The market eased 
$15 to $20/head across most of the 
trade and export lambs and the  
heavier end of the restocking lambs 
were firm.  

Store lambs sold from $145 to $190 
and trade weight lambs reached a top 
of $207/head. New season trade 
weights to 24kg cwt ranged from $196 

to $244/head, averaging 930c/kg cwt. 
Heavy 24 to 26kg lambs sold from 
$235 to $245 and the 26 to 30kg cwt 
ranged from $246 to $260/head. Extra 
heavy lambs reached $280/head.  
 
Old trade lambs ranged from $172 to 
$211 or 830c/kg cwt, while heavy 
weights made from $195 to $234 and 
extra heavy weights reached 
$266/head. Merino trade and heavy 
lambs sold from $163 to $230/head, 
averaging 820c/kg cwt.  
 
Mutton numbers eased and the quality 
improved. Prices were $18 to $20 
cheaper with medium weight ewes 
selling from $126 to $156/head. Heavy 
crossbred ewes made from $184 to 
$240 and Merinos reached 

$230/head.  
 
Prime Cattle – 14 October 2021 
Total Yarding:  438 
 
Numbers eased and the quality was 
good but there were more breed  
variances through the sale. Only a few 
weaners were offered and all of these 
went to feed. Medium and heavy 
feeder steers were well supplied and 
there was a better and bigger line up 
of heifers. Heavy trade steers were 
limited and there was a good run of 
heavy bullocks. Around 75 cows were 
penned in a firm to dearer market.  
 
The weaners to feed on sold from 
600c to 703c/kg. Medium weight 
feeder steers were firm and heavy 

weights 8c dearer and sold from 498c 
to 584c/kg. Feeder heifers jumped 20c 
with most 516c to 580c and lighter 
weights 590c to 670c/kg. Heavy trade 
steers ranged from 544c to 560c/kg. 
  
Grown steers and bullocks were firm 
428c to 472c and grown heifers were 
30c stronger 415c to 470c/kg but it 
was a lighter run. Most of the cows 
were heavy 3 and 4 score cows and 
sold up to 9c dearer on average to 
range from 370c to 420c/kg.  
 
Market Report: MLA's National  
Livestock Reporting Service. 

Toby, Nutrien Livestock, sold 290 XB Suckers on behalf of M&M Coggan, Crookwell, to a top of $244 ph. 
Nick & Michael, Jim Hindmarsh & Son, sold 13 Hereford Steers for 450c/kg, ave 850.8kg, $3828ph on behalf of C&J Dooley, Roslyn. Photos SELX 

Councils, Communities Say No to Contributions Cash Grab

LGNSW President Linda Scott. 

NSW councils have gone public with their fight 
against changes to planning rules which could see 
growing communities miss out on the local  
infrastructure needed to support increased housing. 

Local Government NSW (LGNSW) President Linda 
Scott said the NSW Government had yet to back 
down on proposed rule changes impacting  
infrastructure contributions by developers, despite 
vocal opposition from 54 councils who had already 
joined the campaign against the move. 

"That's half of all councils in NSW, with more  
passing mayoral minutes opposing the move each 
week," Cr Scott said. 

Campaign supporters include large city councils 
such as Blacktown, Parramatta and Hornsby;  
outback councils such as Broken Hill, and regional 
or remote councils such as Uralla and Hay Shire. 
 
"Infrastructure contributions are made by developers 
as a critical co-funding measure to deliver footpaths 
and cycleways, parks, playgrounds, playing fields, 
skate parks, basketball courts, libraries, childcare 
centres and public pools – even street lighting, 
stormwater and drainage facilities," Cr Scott said. 
 
"The rule changes proposed by the NSW  
Government would reduce the type of community  
infrastructure that could be funded by developer 
contributions. 
 
"They also want developer contributions to bypass 
councils and go straight to the State Government, 
with no guarantee the money will be spent in the 
area from which it was collected. 
 
"That means they could spend it however they like, 
wherever they like, and whenever they like. 
 
"The community expects local infrastructure funds to 
be invested locally in a fair and transparent manner 
– not hoarded for potential pork-barrelling. 
 
"Communities deserve to have a say in how plan-
ning rules impact on them, and that's why we need 
to take our advocacy against this move public." 
 
Clr Scott said a 'Say No to The Contributions Cash 
Grab' campaign was being rolled out across the 

state through social and mainstream media. 
 
"Many councils across NSW have already passed 
motions condemning the move," she said. 
 
"As a peak body, LGNSW has been told the 10-year 
financial impact on local government ranges  
anywhere from $3 million for a small council to more 
than $1 billion for our largest councils. 
 
"Regional councils are experiencing significant  
tree- and sea-change growth, particularly in the 
wake of COVID pandemic lockdowns, so these  
proposed rule changes have everyone deeply  
concerned. 
 
"We want to work with Government to drive a  
locally-led economic recovery from the pandemic, 
but this is being put at risk by these ill-considered 
planning rule changes." 
 
Clr Scott said the development industry had also  
expressed grave concerns with the Urban Task 
Force's 17 September newsletter stating: "It is  
becoming evident that this entire process is simply a 
tax grab – from new home buyers, from developers, 
from local Councils and from communities". 
 
Clr Scott called on the Government to scrap the  
proposed rule changes and work collaboratively with 
councils. 
 
"We cannot and will not let the Government cut  
communities and councils out of the picture." 



Like so many other ‘once-a-year’ race 
clubs, Cootamundra Turf Club just 
can’t catch a break, with their October 
long weekend meeting, which was  
initially scheduled for October 3,  
abandoned due to wet weather.  

This followed the club racing in 2020 
with only essential personnel, which 
came just after the first major  
Covid-19 outbreak. 

Now the club will host their  
Cootamundra Cup meeting on Friday, 
and for what is looking like a superb 
eight-race-program, the club is bracing 
for a smaller than expected crowd.  

Despite this, the small but  
hardworking committee is powering on 

and are focused on delivered a good 
meeting for punters, patrons and  
participants, all while abiding by  
Racing NSW Covid-19 protocol.  
 
“We would just love to host a good 
meeting, and for as many people to 
come out and support us so we can 
then focus on next year,” said  
Cootamundra Turf Club President, 
Anna Mullins. 
 
The club’s long weekend meeting  
usually attracts over 1000 racegoers, 
and with their meeting now slated for a 
weekday, the club is hoping good TAB 
turnover will make up for a much 
smaller crowd. 
 
“We were so disappointed we had to  

 
abandon the long weekend meeting, 
but we just couldn’t race as it was so 
wet,” Mullins said.  
 
“I just hope we have really decent TAB 
turnover, and that the racing is good.” 
 
174 gallopers have been nominated 
for the meeting, and Mullins explained 
that there would be a bar and food 
available for attendees. 
 
“There are no fashions on the field, no 
entertainment; unfortunately, we just 
didn’t know what restrictions we would 
have, so we had to be really careful,” 
Mullins said. 
 
“We have the bar; we have a food van, 
and hopefully we get a few people 
down there for the day.” 

 
Either way, Cootamundra Turf Club 
are keeping positive, with Mullins  
explaining that next year’s Coota Cup 
meeting would be bigger and better 
than ever. 
 
“We just weren’t lucky enough this 
year but next year will be massive,” 
Mullins said.  
 
The $29,000 Cootamundra Cup  
headlines the card, with 16 of the best 
country nags from the Southern  
Districts, South East and Central West 
all potentially vying for glory in the 
1600m Open Handicap. 
 
For punters and racing fans wanting to 
attend the Cootamundra Club, readers 
are encouraged to visit the Club’s 
Facebook page for more information.
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Letter to the Editor 
It has been revealed that 
over 70 per cent of  
Australian white cane 
users are put in danger by 
‘everyday’ objects. 
  
Common objects like cars 
parked across driveways, 
bins left out on footpaths, 
dumped bikes or scooters, 
and even people being 
distracted by mobile  
devices can impact the 
freedom and  
independence of people 
with low vision or  
blindness. 
  
On International White 
Cane Day (15 October), 
Guide Dogs Australia is  
focusing on how everyone 
can take simple steps to 
create a safer and more 
accessible environment for 
all, especially as  
communities re-open after 
extended periods of 
COVID-19 lockdowns. 
  
Our ‘Keep Clear and Carry 
On’ campaign highlights 
the very real impact these 
‘everyday’ objects can 
have on people living with 
low vision and blindness - 
causing them to feel  
anxious, unsafe and in 
danger when travelling.  
 

This can add to someone’s 
travel time, change daily 
routines or even cause 
some people to withdraw 
from going about  
day-to-day life. 
  
Everyone has been doing 
a fantastic job to support 
one another during the 
pandemic, including our 
more vulnerable  
communities. However, 
our Clients tell us there are 
still some simple ways we 
can make our streets more 
accessible for people with 
low vision or blindness. 
  
Move your bin off the  
footpath, don’t dump bikes 
and scooters in public 
spaces, pop your café 
chair back under the table 
before you move off, look 
up from your mobile phone 
while you’re out and about 
or call your local council to 
report issues such as  
unsafe footpaths or fallen 
or overgrown branches. 
  
White canes are designed 
to maximise independence 
and mobility, so this year 
we want to bring to light 
the barriers preventing this 
and raise awareness, so 
white cane users can carry 
on with reaching their  

independent goals. 
  
Dale Cleaver, CEO at 
Guide Dogs NSW/ACT 
  
TOP TIPS for keeping the 
streets neat: 
  
• Ensure your car is not 
parked over the footpath. 
 
• Move objects like bins off 
footpaths. 
 
• Keep footpaths near 
cafes and businesses 
clear of stray chairs or 
other objects. 
 
• Keep footpaths clear by 
cutting back overhanging 
plants from your property. 
 
• Avoid using your mobile 
device while walking in 
public – for your safety 
too! 
 
• Don’t leave things like 
rentable bikes or scooters 
in public spaces. 
 
• Report issues like fallen 
tree branches and unsafe 
footpaths to your local 
council. 
 
Guide Dogs Australia  
International White Cane 
Day Survey 2021. 

Cootamundra will welcome crowd support for rescheduled cup meeting
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Stockists  
of  

As seen on The Block

ACT border bubble  
expansion a win for  

Eden-Monaro

On Saturday, the ACT Government 
announced significant changes to its 
border bubble to include all  
Eden- Monaro LGAs and to enable 
people to travel freely between the 
expanded areas. 

Eden-Monaro residents can now 
enter Canberra without needing an 
exemption for any reason and as the 
ACT is no longer on the NSW  
concerns notice, when people return 
to NSW from Canberra, they will not 
need to follow stay at home orders. 
Member for Eden-Monaro Kristy 
McBain said the changes to the ACT 
border arrangements were a big win 
for Eden-Monaro. 

“I’ve been working very closely with 
the ACT Government for a number of 
months now to ensure that Eden- 
Monaro residents weren’t unfairly  
disadvantaged based solely on where 
they lived,” Ms McBain said. 
“When the ACT Government initially 
announced a small expansion of their 
border bubble, I was shocked that 
key parts of Eden-Monaro were 
missed off the list. 

“It was great to see that Tumbarumba 
and Tumut were included in the 
bubble, but it didn’t make sense to 
me that Adelong had missed out. 
“I worked closely with the ACT  
Government and I am pleased that 
this advocacy has paid off, and now 
all Eden-Monaro LGAs are included 
in the new bubble. 

 
“For weeks I have been calling on 
both the ACT and NSW Governments 
to make the rules and restrictions for 
our border communities as easy to 
follow as possible. People in  
Eden-Monaro are sick of having to 
navigate complicated and confusing 
border arrangements, so I am 
pleased that both governments have 
made changes that will help things 
get back to normal. 
 
“This means families and friends who 
have been kept apart by these border 
restrictions can finally reunite. I know 
of a number of Eden-Monaro  
residents who are now going to be 
able to see their newly born  
grandchildren for the first time. 
“Allowing double dose vaccinated 
people from Canberra to travel to our 
regions will also be a huge boost to 
our local businesses which have 
been doing it really tough for a long 
time now. 
“It is my hope that these border 
changes will reinvigorate tourism in 
our regional areas, and help our  
communities start on the road to re-
covery from this ongoing pandemic.” 
 
Monday 18 October also marked the 
further easing of restrictions as NSW 
hit 80% double dose vaccination. This 
means those who are fully vaccinated 
can now have up to 20 people visit 
their home and they can also  
participate in community sport. 
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Yass Valley Times 
Sami Afele selected for Cronulla Sharks 

Yass Magpie Sami Afele has been selected in the 
Cronulla Sharks squad for the Harvey Norman 
Women’s Premiership in 2022.  

The 22-year-old started playing league in 2018 after 
she moved to Canberra for university from Parkes in 
Central West NSW and she’s “not sick of it yet”. 

After growing up playing hockey Sami said she 
found that she just loved league even more.  

“I've just always loved it,” Sami said. “It’s something 
I've always meant to play.”  

Footy is “a pretty big part of my life” and Sami says 
she’s made a lot of friends on the field but one of her 
biggest supporters is her mother.  

“[Mum] loved watching us play and watching me 
play even though she still squeals every time I get 

tackled,” she said. “When she watches me play, 
she’s bobbing up and down like while I'm moving 
and then wincing as something happens.” 
 
Due to travelling restrictions Sami explained the 
Sharks analysts watched highlights of her matches 
but have not seen her play in person yet.  
 
She will be working hard in pre-season and training, 
which starts in November, to be selected to play 
each week next season.  
 
Yass Magpies Senior Rugby League Club Secretary 
Lisa Wylie said Sami did a lot of hard work and  
improved with the game. 
 
“We're all just ecstatic that she's going to get a 
chance to play at another level,” Lisa said.  
 
She said it’s always good to see girls from the  

country playing rugby league compared to the city 
players because their paths can be a little different 
and NRLW is only in the early stages.  
 
“But it's exciting and we're very proud of her.” 
 
Sami said she’s looking forward to the experience of 
playing at a higher level with the Sharks.  
 
“I feel like it'll better my game and give me way more 
experience, especially for much tougher  
competition.” 
 
Playing for Cronulla will also give her a good chance 
of being selected for the Blues in next year’s State 
of Origin she said.  
 
Brianna O’Rourke 
 
 

Oranges BloodMangoes KP

Pumpkin Kent Potatoes Brushed 5kg BagMandarins Gold NuggetGrapes Red  BlueberriesKiwifruit Green

Baby Broccoli
Grapefruit Red RubyCucumber LebaneseTomatoes Cherry

Tomatoes Gourmet
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kg
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