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$2.00

     Andrew:     0429 669 635 
   Karen:      0498 113 327 

Megan:     0498 017 056 
  

20 Victoria Street, Yass 
For Sale by Online Auction

This is a rare and exciting opportunity to acquire a 
property with a slice of history, great location and a 

unique living lifestyle right here in Yass! Family  
Residence, Coach Guest House and Studio all  
combined. Please contact Karen for registration  

details through Openn Negotiation. 

Meet The Candidates 
@ Yass Golf Club 

A forum to meet the candidates standing for this  
December’s council election is being held at Yass 
Golf Club on Wednesday November 10 at 7:30pm. 

Hosted by the Rotary Club of Yass the event will 
consist of candidates speaking for a handful of  
minutes each and a session at the end where the  

 
public can pose questions to the candidates.  
   Rotary and Yass Rostrum Club board member,  
Alfred McCarthy, (pictured) said it's the first time  
Rotary has run the meet the candidates’ forum, 
which was previously run by the Rostrum Club.  
 
“I'm always curious about the elections because I 

think it's fascinating trying to pick them,” Alfred said.  
 
“I'm looking forward to a successful forum and I'm 
hoping that we get a good response from the  
candidates,” he said. “In past years we had  
something like 20 out of 25 [candidates].” 
 
The idea is to introduce the candidates and have 
them speak for two or three minutes depending on 
how many are there Alfred said.  
 
This will be followed by question time when  
members of the public can ask questions of  
candidates or of the group as a whole.  
 
After the meeting closes there will be an opportunity 
for members of the public to talk to specific  
candidates personally.  
 
Alfred has been personally involved with the forum 
for many years through Rostrum, an organisation 
that promotes public speaking and chairmanship. 
The club has unfortunately experienced a decline in 
membership in recent years and due to COVID-19 
has ceased to meet for now. 
 
The Yass Business Chamber asked the Rotary Club 
to host the forum this election as an impartial party.  
 
Continued page 2. 

Two Killed In Highway Accident 
Two men have died following a car and truck collision 
after a separate two-vehicle crash near Yass over the 
weekend.  

Just before 2am on Sunday, October 31, emergency  
services were called to the Hume Highway near Rock 
Lodge Road, Lade Vale, after reports of a Mazda 6 and 
a Pantech truck collided head-on. 

Officers from The Hume Police District attended, and  
initial inquiries suggest, a passenger in the Mazda got 
out and was struck by a second truck, travelling  

northbound. 
 
The 21-year-old man, died at the scene. He is yet to be 
formally identified. 
 
The Mazda driver, a 23-year-old man was treated at the 
scene before being airlifted to Canberra Hospital in a 
critical condition, he died at about 7.30pm Sunday night. 
 
The two truck drivers, aged 32 and 65, were uninjured 
and taken to Yass Hospital for mandatory testing. 
 

A crime scene was established, which will be examined 
by specialist police from the Crash Investigation Unit 
alongside an investigation into the circumstances  
surrounding the crash. 
 
 
Anyone with information about the incident should  
contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 
or https://nsw.crimestoppers.com.au. 

NEW LISTING

Lot 92, Yarrah 
2 Under Offer    $550,000

 

These blocks have sold like hot cakes! 
Various lot sizes and prices.  

Community access to The Yass River. 
This is a master planned community development. 

Yarrah is the ONLY master planned  
subdivision in Yass. 

UNDER OFFER

78 Burley Griffin Way, Bowning 
By Negotiation 

Building entitlement. No time limit to build. 
If you are looking for the perfect lifestyle acreage, 

then you cannot go past this one.  
Build your ideal homestead here.    

With plenty of room for all the desires.

6.61 hectares

NEW LISTING

3+1 7 2+1 3715sqm block

11 Rag Holmes Lane, Yass 
By Negotiation

This could be your new address whilst living a highly 
sought after lifestyle! Tucked away at the end of the cul-de-

sac, you are instantly welcomed with rambling climbers,  
established trees, blossom trees bursting at the seams in 

spring, plenty of colour to be enjoyed with lots of space and 
shade in summer. Private and peaceful not to be missed.

UNDER OFFER

4 4 2 1.650 hectares



With summer fast approaching and  
licensed premises now open, people 
are heading to the pubs and clubs to 
celebrate and get back to a sense of 
normality.  More than ever, it is  
important to be aware of safety  
especially with all the youth that have 
turned 18 over the lock down period 
and are new to going out and  
consuming alcohol in licensed  
premisses.   

The Hume Police District wants people 
to be safe whilst at licensed premises 
and to be aware of the possibility of 
drink spiking occurring. 
Drink spiking is when someone adds 
alcohol or drugs to another person's 
drink without their knowledge. Drinks 
may be spiked to get someone drunk 

or high, as a prank or for harmful  
purposes including sexual assault, 
robbery, and unprotected sex.  
 
Drink spiking is against the law in New 
South Wales under the Crimes Act 
1900 and carries a maximum penalty 
of 2 years imprisonment.  If the drink 
spiking is used to commit an indictable 
offence such as sexual assault the 
maximum penalty increases to up to 
25 years imprisonment. 
When talking about drink spiking most 
people think of the drugs such as GHB 
and Rohypnol due to commonly being 
labeled as ‘date rape drugs’ however 
adding any intoxicating substance 
such as extra alcohol to someone’s 
drink without their knowledge is drink 
spiking and occurs far more often. 

Chances are you haven’t heard about 
drink spiking occurring in your local 
area however that doesn’t mean it 
doesn’t happen.  So why is it that we 
don’t hear more about it? Incidents of 
drink spiking are under-reported  
because it is often the case that  
victims think that people won’t believe 
them, especially if they have been 
drinking or taking recreational drugs. 
 
It is also not always easy to tell if a 
drink has been spiked as the victim 
may not be able to see, smell or taste 
it. The drug or extra alcohol may be 
colourless and odourless and may not 
affect the taste of the drink.  
To stop the chances of your drink 
being spiked 
 

• Watch your drink and  
  maintain control of it 
• Avoid sharing drinks  
• If someone you don’t know offers you 
  a drink, go to the bar with them 
• Don’t leave your drinks unattended 
whilst in the bathroom or on the dance 
floor 
• Buy or pour your own drinks  
• Go out with friends and keep an eye 
on each other’s drinks 
 
Be mindful of this when drinking, stay 
safe and look after your mates 
 
Acting Inspector Amanda Watt 
Yass Police Station 
The Hume Police District 
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From The Front 
- Meet the Candidates

Rostrum began conducting the meet 
the candidates’ forum some 20 years 
ago when they decided to promote  
public speaking with councillors.  

At the time of writing, the NSW  
Elections website had a number of  
candidates nominated. The time left to 
nominate to be a candidate or form a 
group ticket closes at midday  
November 3. Likely a few hours after 
you bought this print edition of the Yass 
Valley Times, if you did what most  
customers do and pick it up Wednesday 
morning from one of our outlets. 

A group ticket of greens candidates will 
contest this year’s election which was 
moved to December 4 due to issues 
around Covid that could not be dealt 
with regarding elections, initially set to 
be held in September. 
  The Greens tickets includes Adrain 
Cameron, Saan Ecker, Iain Fyfe, Tanya 
Cullen and Steven Crabb.  

Individuals who have been processed 
and have also appeared on the site at 
time of print include, Michaela Pothan, 
Peter Walsh, Ryan Deale, James Abbey 
and Allan McGrath. The only current  
sitting Councillor currently appearing is 
Kim Turner, which brings the individual 
candidate total to 6, however, this is  
expected to expand over the coming 
days with the Times understanding 
there may be a few more candidates 
yet to start the nomination process, 
which can be arduous. 

Editor of the Times, Matthew  
Stadtmiller was a Councillor at Harden 
before the Baird government disbanded 
some Councils and forced mergers. He 
then went on to become a Hilltops 
Councillor and will likely run at the next 
election in the neighbouring Council 
area seeking a 3rd consecutive term. 
Hilltops shares a boundary near Mt. 
Bobbara close to Binalong with the 
Yass Valley Council. He hopes that 
more can be done to between the 2 
Councils to attract people to the areas. 
He said, “The process is quite time  
consuming and repetitive. No less than 
3 times will candidates have to put their 
name, age and contact details in the 
form. It’s a bit clunky. They have tried to 

modernise the payment processing fee 
which appears like it can be done online 
instead of going in to a Council’s front 
office, however, it takes time and would 
be confronting to new  
candidates.” 
 
Councillor Stadtmiller said that being  
involved with Council is useful and  
allows for a better understanding when 
it comes to writing about them at a 
newspaper level. 
 
“You know where to go and you know 
how to get the job done. Being a  
Councillor opens you up to dealing with 
state and federal politicians and it gives 
you a good barometer when elected  
individuals spend public money. A lot of 
money is spent on consultants in local 
government and this is usually put 
down to resources available at the 
time.” 
 
The Times welcomes the democratic 
process and wishes all of the  
candidates all the best. We offer  
advertising packages for the upcoming 
elections which include both print and 
online. Each candidate will be required 
to pay full rate, so that it is a fair and 
level playing field. 
 
Matthew said that candidates can  
contact Nyssa on 0413 763 216 or to 
email editor@yassvalleytimes.com.au 
to discuss their needs. 
 
By Brianna O’Rourke 
 
 

The Hume Police District Commanders Desk  - DRINK SPIKING 
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Death Cap Mushrooms spotted in Yass

 
Photo: Tom O’Dea - Visual Storytelling 

Death cap mushrooms, a deadly fungus commonly 
mistaken for edible mushrooms, may have been  
spotted in Banjo Patterson Park this week. 
 
Otherwise known as Amanita phalloides, the poisonous 
fungus is usually found during autumn but wet weather 
has prompted an early arrival.  
   Ingesting just one death cap mushroom is enough  
to kill a healthy adult.  
 
Please be aware all parts of the mushroom are  
poisonous. The poisons are found throughout the cap, 
gills, stem and spores.  
   There is no way to remove the poison from the  
mushroom. The poisonous compounds are extremely 
stable so you cannot remove them by soaking, cooking 
or drying.  
   The caps of the mushrooms are 40-160mm wide, 
usually pale green to yellow in colour, with distinctive 
white gills and white stem. 
   It has a membranous skirt on the upper part of the 
stem and a cup-like structure around the base of the 

stem (called a volva). 
   Sometimes the bulbous base and the volva are  
partially buried in the soil or hidden by grass and leaf 
litter. 
   The cap may be slippery and sticky to touch and 
shiny when dry. Variations can see the cap an olive to 
light brown colour. 
   Death caps are common in Canberra and surrounds 
and can often be found growing near established oak 
trees during warm, wet autumn weather.  
   Symptoms of poisoning generally appear between six
and 24 hours after ingesting the death cap and can 
begin with nausea, vomiting and diarrhoea.  
 
Death cap poisoning is considered a medical  
emergency. If you suspect you have eaten some go to 
hospital immediately. If possible, take a sample of the 
mushroom with you. 
   If you need more information or assistance  
regarding a suspected poisoning call the Poisons  
Information Centre on 13 11 26 (24 hours a day, seven 
days a week).

Veteran Health Week a smashing success

Yass RSL’s ‘Get Moving’ event on Sat-
urday for Veteran Health Week was a 
success with great weather and happy 
smiles all around.  

Wellbeing Officer and RSL NSW 
Young Veteran’s Committee member, 

Sarah Watson (pictured above) said it 
was a great event with lots of happy 
veterans and family members. 
Sponsored by the Department of  
Veteran Affairs the event focused on 
being active with a catch-up at the 
end. 
 
“Key objectives of the activity was  
social connection and gentle exercise, 
both paramount for good physical and 
mental health.” 
 
“Some walked and some jogged the 
riverbank Parkrun loop,” she said. 
“Then we did Pilates on the riverbank 
with Milena Rose from Vida studios in 
Yass and coffee at Trader & Co.” 
 
Sarah said local businesswoman 
Rowena Hobart from Smooth Stitches 
made their free t-shirts with a discount 
on the order because she supports 
Yass’ local veterans.  

Pictured: David, Nicki and James 
Lynne. David Lynne had over 35 
year career in the military and  
is about to leave military service. 
“You share so much of a bond in the 
military,” she said. “We try and keep 
those connections going by these 
sorts of activities.” 
   “Social connection is really important 
for good mental health,” she said. “By  

 
just trying to be really encouraging 
and inclusive and doing these types of 
events in the Yass Valley is helpful.” 
 
“Doing these little things to try and 
help people connect in their commu-
nity and obviously the benefits of 
being physically fit for your mental 
health is extremely important.” 
    Brianna O’Rourke

  www.yassrealestate.com.au 

206 Comur Street, Yass Phone 6226 1922

 4 Blocks A
lrea

dy Sold!

Coen St, Yass

  YASS REAL ESTATE              “Working Harder For You”
  www.yassrealestate.com.au 

 
 
   •  As new, three year old, 4 bedroom family residence in  
      growing Fairley Estate 
   •  Bright and modern throughout, featuring a glossy kitchen  
      with walk in pantry and generous island bench overlooking  
      casual open plan living 
   •  Master bedroom with walk in robe and ensuite with double  
      shower heads and separate WC 
   •  Three generous bedrooms with built-ins plus study 
   •  Family bathroom with free-standing bath and separate  
       powder room 
   •   Keep the whole family happy with a large rumpus room 
   •  Front and rear entertaining options to suit any occasion 
   •  Double garage and additional 9x9 colourbond garage  
      with attached carport 
   •  Ducted and zoned RCAC for ultimate climate control 

 Viewings each Friday 5-5:30pm and Saturday 1-1:30pm until Auction Day - Contact Edwina Brown 0429 327 059         
Ph: 6226 1922      206 Comur Street, Yass 

Auction 20th November onsite at 11am
36 Camp St, Murrumbateman – AUCTION
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Regional grant money went to recipients in major cities

The North Sydney Pool, which  
received ‘regional’ grant funding of 
$10 million. 
   Australia’s Auditor-General has found 
more than a quarter of regional grants 
awarded by the Commonwealth since 
2018 were awarded to recipients from 
major cities.  

An analysis of more than 108,000  
federal grants, worth more then $60  
billion combined, allocated from  
January 2018 to June this year, was  
released last month by the Australian  
National Audit office (ANAO).  

   
 It said 27 per cent of regional  
development grants awarded during this 
period were delivered to recipients with 
postcodes in major cities.  
 
Member for Eden-Monaro Kristy McBain 
said this was another blow for regional 
areas that had to deal with so much  
during this time. 
 
“It is frustrating to see that 3,682  
‘regional’ grants went to major cities, 
compared to only 309 projects in areas 
classified as ‘remote’ or ‘very remote’,” 
Ms McBain said. 

In total, the ANAO said 6,668 regional 
and 433 rural grants were awarded, 
worth a combined $2.6 billion, with $624 
million of that going to recipients in 
major cities. 
 
“The Morrison-Joyce Government talks 
a big game when it comes to regional 
development, but it’s clear to me that 
they continually favour projects based in 
the major cities – and this report proves 
it.” 
“Regional areas can’t continue to be left 
behind, this government needs to  
actually invest in them. 
 
However, Finance Minister Simon  
Birmingham said the grants awarded to 
major city postcodes did not indicate that 
that was where the money was spent. 
   “Many grant applicants are  
organisations with a state-wide or  
national presence and therefore they 
may lodge grant applications using a 
capital city address,” he said. 
“This does not necessarily reflect where 
the work and community benefit will 
occur. 
 
“This report highlights that almost 60 per 

cent of grants were focused in health, 
aged care, Indigenous and disability 
services.” 
But Ms McBain said the fact is these 
grants are targeted at regional areas for 
a reason.  
 
“The money and support should be  
flowing to regional communities like  
Adelong, Cooma, Braidwood and  
Bombala – not to Surry Hills,” she said. 
   The ANAO analysis also found that 
more than 40 per cent of all government 
grants awarded since 2018 were 
granted through a “closed non-competi-
tive process”. 
 
“One of those closed round tenders  
resulted in $10 million of regional and  
remote funding going to the North  
Sydney Pool.” 
 
“The city project was put first despite 
pools across this region desperately 
needing upgrades which we’ve seen 
through recent grant applications for 
Bega, Batlow and Khancoban pools,”  
Ms McBain said.  

 
Brianna O’Rourke

Trader & Co. goes solar

Trader & Co has installed solar panels this week 
to become more sustainable. Pictured is Daniel 
Neuhaus.  
  The 20kW rooftop solar system was installed by 
Yass Abundant Solar Australia and the café hopes to 
begin putting more electricity back into the grid than 
their usage as they move towards a greener future. 

Husband and wife duo, Daniel and Toni Neuhaus, 
started Trader & Co as a partnership five years ago 
but became the sole owners at the beginning of the 
year.  

Daniel said sustainability has always been part of 
their ethos and they had been exploring solar power 
options for a few years.  
 
“The opportunity came up and we're able to afford it 
now and it's been quite a big move, but I think that 
we're hopeful that sort of within two years or so we'll 
pay it off in terms of the savings from energy.” 
 
The father of four said they plan to measure their 
electricity usage and hope to eventually create a  
display allowing customers to see the cafes inputs 
and outputs.  
 
“It'll tell us currently how much electricity we're using 
from the solar power, how much we're generating, 
how much we're using from that and how much 
we're putting back into the grid.” 
 
“So I guess we certainly recycle as much as we  
possibly can. All of our food scraps go to local pigs  
around the region. We don't actually even get to 
compost anything. Because all the food scraps, just 
go to the chickens and pigs and ducks. And we recy-
cle all of our milk bottles our cardboard. And yeah, 
definitely, that's what far outweighs our actual waste, 
we have two recycling bins and one waste bin.” 
 
We've always used compostable packaging, and 
also sustainably made packaging. So yeah,  
packagings, either made from certified forests that 
have grown specifically for harvesting wood rather 
than old growth forests. They're the companies that 

we work with. 
 
The next plan is to look at becoming carbon neutral.  
“I think that my next hope is to actually explore being 
carbon neutral. That's quite a big process. But that's 
probably over the next six to 12 months I want to try 
and look at how we can do that. 
   “The products that we buy, how far they've come 
from and all those kinds of things and then trying to 
work out how we offset those through various 
means.” 
 
Brianna O’Rourke 
 

Solar panels being installed.

Grassroots Sport Receives Boost
A $25 million recovery package for the 
sport and recreation sector has been  
unveiled, providing a helping hand for 
grassroots sporting clubs and associations 
as community sport returns. 

The Sport and Recreation Recovery and 
Community Rebuild Package will provide 
financial support, assistance and  
participation opportunities throughout the 
Goulburn electorate. 

“This announcement provides a welcome 
injection of funding for community sport in 

the region following all the disruption due 
to COVID-19 restrictions,” Mrs  
Tuckerman said. 
 
“Eligible sporting clubs and associations 
will be able to access up to $1,000 as they 
recommence community activities, in  
addition to other initiatives which will be 
delivered throughout NSW”. 
 
Premier Dominic Perrottet said the  
package would help the sector bounce 
back after disruption to competitions and 
activities. 

“The COVID lockdown has had a major  
impact on everyone’s lives, including the 
more than 30,000 employees and 415,000 
volunteers across more than 10,000  
sporting clubs and associations throughout 
the State,” Mr Perrottet said. 
 
The Sport and Recreation Recovery and 
Community Rebuild Package includes: 
• Up to $12.5 million for grants of 
up to $1,000 to eligible clubs and  
associations 
• Up to $7.8 million to support 
sporting organisations and peak bodies; 

• $3.1 million to support participa-
tion initiatives focused on areas most  
affected by restrictions, including  
south-western Sydney and regional NSW; 
• Up to $1 million for grants to sup-
port marketing and promotional  
activities for outdoor and 
• active recreation providers; and 
• $600,000 to support regional tal-
ent pathways in the lead up to the Bris-
bane 2032 Olympics. 
 
For more details, see: 
www.sport.nsw.gov.au/recoverypackage. 
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Auction

Sunday 28 November 1pm 

On-Site

View Sunday 12pm

George Southwell

0429 838 345

Ray White Rural  

Canberra | Yass

Historic Parish of Manton, Southern Tablelands via Hume + Barton Hwy, NSW

• Enclave of jaw-dropping & picturesque freehold mini farms ranging from 4.9ha* 

to 14.7ha* offering the freedom of country life in a renowned wine & food region 

• 10* minutes Yass, 40km* ACT, 3* hours Sydney 

• Fertile & well watered arable grazing land to build your dream country home 

• Spacious vistas & protected house pads strategically planned to maximise 

views, privacy & seclusion. Each block with bore + space for horses, run some 

sheep or cattle, grow olives, vegetables & have free range chickens 

• 

Come Home to Your Mini Family Farm

*approx.
raywhiteruralyasscanberra.com.au  
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Yass Valley Times Classifieds 
To place your classified contact ads@yassvalleytimes.com.au or  

Phone 0413 763 216 

Public Notice Public Notice

YASS VALLEY CAN ASSIST BRANCH 
MEETING  

The Annual Branch Meeting of Yass Valley  
Can Assist will be on  

Thursday 4th November. The meeting will  
be at 7.30 pm at Yass Soldier's Club  

for election of office bearers.  
All financial members can vote.

Off and Racing in 1836

Proposed Road Disposal Section 152D  
Roads Act 1993

In accordance with section 152D of the Roads Act 1993, 
notice is hereby given of the proposed sale of the Crown 
public roads listed in Schedule 1. If a sale proceeds, the 
road(s) will cease to be a public road upon transfer of the 
road to freehold land in accordance with section 152H 
of the Act. 
Schedule 1:
•  Crown Roads at Sutton; within and adjoining  

Lot 10 DP 615092 and 132 McKeahnie Lane.  
(File Ref: 21/06085, Cluster: 630535) 

All interested persons are hereby invited to make 
submissions concerning the proposal to Department  
of Planning, Industry & Environment - Crown Lands,  
PO Box 2215, DANGAR NSW 2309 within twenty-eight 
(28) days of the date of this advertisement.
Any person is entitled to make submissions with respect 
to the sale or disposal of the road. Please note that 
submissions may be referred to third parties (such as 
council or the applicant) for consideration in accordance 
with the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009.
For the Manager, Business Centre Newcastle 

For more information: Visit our website 
industry.nsw.gov.au/lands/access/roads  
or contact Megan McCullough by email at  
megan.mccullough@crownland.nsw.gov.au or on  

BL
Z_

LP
29

64

Yass Roos AGM 
The Yass Roos AFC wish to advise of their 

annual general meeting to select a new  
committee for the upcoming year. 

 
After a sustained period of success, the Roos 
are seeking new and passionate members to 

be apart of our clubs future. We invite all  
current members and anyone who is  

passionate about the Yass community and 
AFL to attend. 

Date: 26 November 2021 
Time: 6:30pm 

Venue: Yass Golf Club 
If you wish to be apart of the committee or  

involved with the club but are unable to  
attend in person please let the club know  
and alternative options will be discussed. 

 
For further issues or questions please  

contact Jenene on 0421 527 723

Advertise in the 
Classifieds

The Melbourne Cup was first run at 
Flemington on the 7th November 1861 
but Yass had been off and racing at 
least by 1836.  As historian Mary Yeo 
stated, horse racing was established 
at Yass well before churches were 
built! And a year later land speculators 
were betting on Yass’s bright future. 

The Yass Plains Races of October 
1836 was quite an affair. Half a  
column of the Sydney Gazette was 
devoted to advertising the big event  

 
and it was obvious that decorum was  
required.  The first race was spon-
sored by Mr William Riley of “Cavan”.  
The Cavan Challenge Cup worth thirty 
guineas together with a purse of 
twenty sovereigns would go to the 
winner.  All horses were to be the 
bona fide property of gentlemen, “and 
ridden by gentlemen in established 
racing costume; thrice round the Yass 
course”.  Entrants had to pay the  
significant sum of five pounds “be-
tween the hours of five and six o’clock  

 
on the evening previous to the races”, 
at Mr. Hanley’s Inn, ‘The Shamrock’ 
which was also the starting point for 
the race and the town’s first significant  
structure licenced in July 1835, to 
emancipated convict John Hanley. 
 
Mr Riley, President of the meet,  
provided a ton of good Cavan hay and 
William Dutton built the stables for the 
visiting horses. Mr Dutton along with 
Henry and Cornelius O’Brien, William 
Broughton J. P. and Henry Hall were 

the stewards for the race and among 
the leading landowners of the district. 
 
The second race was “The Ladies’ 
Purse of Twenty Sovereigns; to be run 
for by maiden horses not exceeding 
three years of age. Heats twice round 
the course; entrance One Pound.”  
The third race was a sweepstakes of 
£3 with £15 added.  The fourth race 
was a challenging hurdles race, three 
times around the course with nine 
“leaps”.  Gentlemen riders specified 
but with prize money of £20 it was  
obviously worth the effort!   
Interestingly in the midst of such an 
august event, three foot races of £5 
each would also be run by “known 
shearers”.   
 
The course circumnavigated much of 
what would become the township of 
Yass. The site for Yass had been  
selected by Captain Allman, Police 
Magistrate of Goulburn, and surveyed 
by the end of 1836. An early visitor in 
April 1837 noted The township is “laid 
out” and there is a plan of it at the 
court house, but no allotments have 
yet been sold.  They are however all 
applied for, and will be greedily bought 
and will sell for a great deal more than 
the upset price when buildings will 
rapidly arise.  A capital Court House 
both commodious and elegant is now 
in course of erection. There are  
already three stores and two inns 
doing a good deal of business” and a 
surgeon, Dr Mackay. 

Top left: Grube painting of early 
Yass with Hanley's Inn top right. 
Above: The original 1836 Cavan 
Cup. 
Yass was “getting on” and the 
Races of 1836 had been splendid. 
Mr W E Riley of “Cavan”, Race 
President, did his best to create the 
right impression arriving at the 
races in “his drag and two postilions 
in full costume, with knotted whips 
and shield boots, taking a party of 
military officers about.” The cannon 
he supplied at the course fired  
before each race.  
The meet was considered a great 
success where ‘Every delicacy 
abounded, and Champaign (sic) 

and Claret, flowed in rivers … No 
accident happened to mar the  
festivities, and after a week's  
pleasant sojourn the meeting broke 
up and separated.’ 
As predicted, the town allotments 
were certainly snapped up at the 
sale on 12th June 1837. By August 
all allotments were sold and paid 
for. Keen speculators such as Isaac 
Moses, Walter Rannie Davidson 
and Archibald Walker to name only 
a few knew the value of a sound  
investment in the future of Yass. 
 
Judith Davidson 
Images from YDHS Archives  
Collection
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Christmas Late Night Shopping 

Late Night Shopping in Yass working group  
members from 2020. SPIN President Barry O’-
Mara, Yvonne O’Mara, Pam Staines & Rotarian 
Mick Newling. 
Christmas late night shopping will be held on  
Thursday December 16 and 23 in Yass’ main street.  

President of Yass Business Chamber Jack Walker 
said it was a great event last year where they could 
see the community come together after getting on 
top of COVID-19. 

Jack said they’re hoping to have another big event 
and build on the success of last year.  

“We think it will be a great opportunity for the com-
munity to come out and share a special moment,” he  

 
said. “Last year, it was great to see all the smiles on 
kids’ faces, as they're able to see the parade and 
Santa go down the main street.” 
 
“It was a lot of fun and laughter and we think it will 
be the same this year.”  
 
December 16 is the main late night shopping 
evening and will encompass street stalls featuring 
local produce, Yass Valley’s well-known wines, 
crafts and some busking.  
 
The committee is still working on the full list of stalls 
that will be open on the night but plan to call upon 
businesses from across the Valley and beyond to 
join them for the evening.  
 
The Christmas parade will have a special visit from 

Santa on December 16. The Yass Lions Club will be 
manning their wheel spin with a raffle of prizes and 
the Rotary Club will have a barbecue.  
 
The following Thursday, December 23 will also have 
late night shopping primarily for anyone who’s still 
searching for a special gift or some last-minute 
shopping.  
 
“It’ll be great to see the community come out and 
support local businesses, who have been doing it 
pretty tough along with the rest of the community.” 
 
Jack said some businesses have found the ongoing 
uncertainty and continual changes to COVID-19 re-
strictions tough.   
 
“The changes in the rules have been creating uncer-
tainty,” he said. “Especially for those businesses that 
rely on foot traffic and people entering their shops.”  
 
“I know talking to a few people, they said the last 
couple of weeks have been a bit quieter than usual.” 
 
“We're all looking forward to having a number of the 
restrictions ease as the vaccination targets are hit, 
so that there's just a bit more certainty.” 
 
Jack said businesses recognize the importance of 
restrictions and opening up gradually but having to 
ask for proof of vaccinations and other similar re-
strictions are impacting upon people's shopping 
habits and decisions. 
 
“We’re just calling on everyone to come out and 
enjoy a great event in the main street of Yass.” 
“It'd be good to get back to some normality.” 
 
Brianna O’Rourke

‘Bundilla’, Spring Range via Hall Village, NSW

• 9.52ha* (23.5* acres) of productive grazing country just 20* minutes from Canberra CBD 
• 2 modern & well appointed family homes, located independently & capturing sweeping valley views

• 3 bedroom second home — perfect for the extended family or an additional income source 
• Well-watered with bore, large dam & excellent water catchment, large shed with renowned cafes, 

restaurants & wineries all close by 

Auction  
Sunday 28 November 11am  
On-Site

George Southwell 

Ray White Rural Canberra | Yass 

*approx.raywhiteruralyasscanberra.com.au 

Best of Town & Country
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Lots To Listen To, See and Do In The Online Gunning Arts Festival

To see all the wonderful events of the 
online Gunning Arts Festival Visit: 
https://www.gunningartsfestival.com/fe
stival-2021/ 
Here are some highlights to choose 
from - all the events below are freely 
available online 
  WHAT’S OUT THERE? 
Some spectacular images of local 
wildlife have been captured on trail 
cameras in the Gunning Landcare trail 
camera competition. An online exhibi-
tion of the best images is available as 
part of the 2021 online Gunning Arts 
Festival. As well as being a fun event, 
the trail camera competition has a se-
rious side. It is useful for local land-
holders to be able to identify the native 
and feral animals on their properties 
and Gunning Landcare is encouraging 
people to become familiar with how  

 
trail cameras operate. From the  
amazing images entered into the  
competition it is clear that many locals 
are becoming expert camera  
operators. 
   STORY READING TIME 
Audio recordings of six short stories 
written by local authors are available 
as part of the online 2021 Gunning 
Arts Festival and they are simply 
beautiful to listen to. The stories were 
selected from entries to the Festival’s 
Flashwrite project, in which local  
writers submitted short stories about 
their life in our region. Turn off the 
screen, relax with a cup of tea or 
some creative activity and enjoy  
stories of our region read by  
professional local artists. 
   CREATIVITY OFF LEASH 
Southern Tablelands Arts has created 
a special activity for young people 

(and old) on how to create a small 8 
page book called a Zine. What a  
fabulous way to unleash your  
children’s creativity. Watch the video 
on the Gunning Arts Festival website 
and be inspired. 
   ART INSPIRED BY THE FESTIVAL 
THEME “REJUVENATION” 
The Picture House Art Prize has at-
tracted artworks from near and far this 
year. Margarita Georgiadis, from The 
Picture House Gallery in Gunning 
said, “Finalists have now been se-
lected and will be available to view as 
an online exhibition. Art works will also 
be available to purchase.” You are  
invited to vote in the People’s Choice 
Awards and the prize for the People’s 
Choice artwork is a Derivan Prize 
Pack of art materials worth $200. 
   SNAPWRITE SELECTION 
A sample of images from the hugely 
successful SnapWrite Facebook page 
has been posted on the Festival  
website for everyone to enjoy our 
beautiful landscape and special 
lifestyle. Browsing these pictures is a 
great way to remind yourself of how 
lucky we are to live where we do. How 
many places can you recognise? 
   THE NAIL HOUSE 
What is a Nail House? And what  
trouble can they cause? Local author 
Greg Baines brings a story of modern 
China to life in his new novella The 
Nail House. Greg has recorded  
readings from the book for the  
Gunning Arts Festival. The Nail House 
is a gripping story beautifully read. A 
great opportunity to remind yourself of 
how wonderful it is to relax with an 
audio recording. 
 Gunning Arts Festival Committee PO 
Box 83 Gunning NSW 2581 PH: 0413 

344 623 
   MUSIC JUST FOR US 
Gyan has produced some gorgeous 
music videos exclusively for the  
Festival. Enjoy listening to Gyan and 
the talented band she has put together 
for these video recordings. 
   MILLICENT ARMSTRONG COMES 
ALIVE AGAIN 
Not many people know that the  
Gunning region was home to our own 
playwright, Millicent Armstrong, who 
lived from 1888-1973. Rehearsed 
readings of four of Millicent  
Armstrong’s plays were performed in 
2021 at the Picture House Theatre in 
Gunning as a satellite event of the 
Gunning Arts Festival. These re-
hearsed readings of At Dusk, Thomas, 
Penny Dreadful and the  
award-winning, Drought by 
Millicent Armstrong featuring actors 
Chris Carroll, Heather Keens, Holly 
Ross and Dianna Nixon are now  
available on the Gunning Arts Festival 
website. 
   The 2020 online Gunning Arts Festi-
val was the Upper Lachlan Shire 
Council Event of the Year for 2020. 
Once again, the team have  
transitioned the Festival online be-
cause of COVID-19, and they have 
pulled together an exciting and varied 
program with lots to see, listen to and 
do. 
The Gunning Arts Festival project has 
received a grant from the Foundation 
for Rural & Regional Renewal via its 
Tackling Tough Times Together  
program. The Festival is proudly  
sponsored by Bailey’s Garage, BJCE 
Australia, Upper Lachlan Foundation, 
and the Upper Lachlan Shire Council. 

NSW Opens Up After Lengthy Covid  
Lock down

Coronavirus cases in New South Wales have  
remained low as the state’s border with the world  
reopened. 
Another 135 cases and four deaths were recorded 
on Monday. 

There are currently 349 people with COVID being 
treated in hospital, with 77 in intensive care, four of 
whom require ventilation. 
Across the state, 87.7 per cent of the state’s  
population over 16 is fully vaccinated, with 93.6 per 
cent having received a first dose. 

On Monday morning, international borders officially 
opened in NSW for the first time since March 2020, 
allowing fully vaccinated Australians to return home 
without having to undergo hotel or home quarantine. 
Australians wishing to travel overseas are also able 
to do so without needing permission to leave the 
country. 

One of the first passengers to touch down in  
Australia revealed he had come back home to see 
his mum who has been in permanent care for two 
years. 
“I’m really scared and emotional because I really 
want to see my mum,” he told Sunrise live at Sydney 
Airport. 

“The doctors said she hasn’t got long and I’m going 
to do whatever I can today to see her.” 
While he’s back on Australian soil after two years, 
the man now faces another hurdle - getting into 

Western Australia, where his mum lives. 
Another man told reporters coming home was a “big 
deal” after being locked out for so long. 
“So, we’re a bit overwhelmed and we just can’t wait 
to see our families. It will be amazing,” he said. 
Home Affairs Minister Karen Andrews said the day 
was “enormously significant”. 
“It has been a long time coming, but is here now, no 
looking back.” 
 
The border between NSW and Victoria also  
reopened on Monday, allowing families to reunite. 
Restrictions in NSW have also eased further, with 
residents now able to travel into regional areas. 
Residents from metropolitan areas will now be able 
to travel to Yass and other regional areas. Some 
people living in bush communities welcome the idea, 
while others remain apprehensive to the possible 
threat Covid still poses to bush communities and the 
hospital systems which will have to take care of sick 
patients. 
    
It marks an end to almost 600 days of restricted 
travel after flights were paused on March 20, 2020. 
Regional and rural NSW will start welcoming back 
local tourism from Monday, with unrestricted  
domestic travel back on across the state for fully  
vaccinated residents. 
 
Regional travel had been delayed for two weeks 
after previously being announced at the 80 per cent 
double vaccination rate. However, the reopening 
was pushed back to November 1 to allow  

vaccination rates outside Sydney to climb. 
 
“I know for many people in Sydney and some in the 
bush, this will be an unpopular decision, but we are 
elected to make the right decisions and I believe the 
decision we have made today with our cabinet  
committee is an important one, and ultimately the 
right decision,” Premier Dominic Perrottet said when 
announcing the delay. 
 
Travellers heading across the NSW and Victorian 
border in either direction won’t have to quarantine 
anymore, with 14 days in hotel isolation scrapped as 
of November 1. 
 
NSW Health announced the changes in  
mid-October, while Victoria followed suit days after. 
But the quarantine-free announcement is only for 
people who are fully vaccinated. 
 
The change also means anyone currently in hotel 
quarantine who is fully vaccinated can leave today. 
NSW’s Covid-19 booster shot program will began on 
Monday, with third jabs rolling out to eligible adults. 
Pfizer jabs will be available for people who had their 
second jab at least six months ago, according to 
NSW authorities. 
NSW residents will get Pfizer for their third jab  
“regardless” of which vaccine they had for their first 
and second doses. 
The third jab won’t be mandatory, but you can book 
in to make an appointment from today at various 
vaccination hubs.
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It was a sunny day with a cheery eyed crowd when the 
Murrumbateman Village Markets were able to finally  
reopen their hypothetical doors on Saturday the 23rd 
October.  

Market organiser John Thorn said it’s been fantastic 
being back at the Murrumbateman Recreation Grounds 
again after a long hiatus due to COVID-19 restrictions.  

“We've had so many people come up and say to us, 
‘we're really happy to get out’,” he said. “It's a great 
sunny day and we haven't had too many of them lately 
so it's been terrific.”  

John said it was probably their best crowd in a while  
despite a relatively smaller number of stalls than usual.  

“We've had to exclude some [stalls] we need to make 
sure we're selling mainly food,” he said. “We need to be 
a predominantly food market.” 

The Community Stall run by John and the market  
committee had already sold over half of their heirloom 
tomato seedlings by 11am.  

Locals who grow too many vegetables or fruits can sell 
their products at the Community Stall or John and his 
team can sell it for them, and it always does well John 
said. 

If anybody's interested, they can get more information 
from the Murrumbateman Village Markets’ website 
(https://www.mvmarket.com). 20% of the proceeds go 
back into organising the fortnightly markets. 

Can Assist member and Councillor Geoff Frost said they 
were really pleased to get back to the markets because 
the not-for-profit generally raises and spends about 75k 
to 80k a year.  

“So you take six months of fundraising out of that all of a 
sudden and we're looking a bit short because the cancer 
didn't stop.” 
But a short walk from the entrance stands Gabrielle 
Rogan’s stall, Urban Devine, which sells artsy plant  
holders.  
 
“It's great to be back out in the community connecting 
with people again,” she said.  
 
Meanwhile, Enthusiation Alpacas, a farm in  
Murrumbateman specialising in yarn and alpaca  
products, was being picked clean by customers looking 
to purchase beanies and scarves for Christmas gifts.  
 
Owners Deborah and Steve Hein said it's nice to get 
some product moving and talk to people again. Many 
were interested in getting some alpacas themselves and 
had a pat of the two fluffy alpacas accompanying the 
pair.  
 
“We've done quite well, quite a few beanies, quite a bit 
of yarns moved, which is nice,” Deborah said. 
 
 
“It's not about necessarily moving product or anything 
like that,” Deborah said. “It's more visibility, to help  
people get educated about alpacas and how you can 
use the yarn.” 
 
First-time stallholder Karen Whitcombe, owner of flower 
farm Wild Blooms, sells flower arrangements at the  
markets displayed artfully in jars.  
 
After living on a property in Murrumbateman for the past 
three years this is her first season running the farm as a 
business.  
 
Karen does deliveries and custom bunches with a wide 
range of summer flowers just coming into bloom. 

Then if you were to duck into the Food Shed (masks on 
of course) you can meet Beth Reid of Beth’s Garden  
Delights.  
 
Her stall’s name is spot on as she offers a large range of 
gourmet jams, jellies, marmalades and relishes made 
from locally grown produce.  
 
“I'm very happy to be back at the market,” she said. 
“Now we're all back and the weather's wonderful.” 
 
Beth has been in the jam game for nine years now and 
said she has it down to a fine art. Lemon crepe sauce, 
kumquat marmalade, and mulberry jam are some of her 
bestsellers.  
 
But Beth recommends the rhubarb and rose geranium 
jelly “it’s absolutely delicious with a soft creamy cheese”. 
 
Not to mention her line of adult products including vodka 
strawberry jam, gin and rhubarb, and whiskey mar-
malade. 
 
“We make adult jams for certain times of the year like 
Mother's Day, Father's Day, and Christmas time,” she 
said.  
 
For dessert Bluefields Blueberry Farm offers blueberry 
ice cream and their youngest member, Elizabeth  
Kovacs, runs Little Blue Creations.  
 
Elizabeth makes scrunchies and other hair pieces and 
began selling them at the markets at the beginning of the 
year.  
 
“I realized that I really enjoyed making it and wanted 
other people to enjoy, I guess, seeing what I make.” 
 
Brianna O’Rourke 

Murrumbateman Village Markets bustling  
on reopening weekend

Karen Whitcombe - Wild Blooms. Beth's Garden Delights. Can Assist Team. 
MVM Community Stall. Debroah Hein - Enthusiation Alpacas. Elizabeth Kovacs - Little Blue Creations. 

Flowers from Wild Blooms. Mabrielle Rogan Urban Devine. Market organiser John Thorn. 
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See your business advert here!  
Contact the Yass Valley Times for more info. 
0413 763 216    ads@yassvalleytimes.com.au

Members of the Visual Arts Society of 
Yass gathered on Monday October 25 
for their annual general meeting.  

Rose Marin of Southern Tablelands 
Arts gave members some great  
information on what STA offers the 
Yass arts community. Rose also  
presented Col Nelson with a lifetime 
membership from VASY and an  
inscribed palette knife for his  
wonderful contributions to VASY over 
the years. VASY organises a wide 

range of art workshops with local and 
travelling tutors. Over 2021, the VASY 
Artworks Reconnect workshops have 
been a wonderful success, offering 
great value, thanks to the support of 
Create NSW and Southern Tablelands 
Arts through a Country Arts Support 
Grant. 
 
Pictured: Rose Marin of STA  
presents Col Nelson with a lifetime  
membership and gift from VASY. 

Visual Arts Society 
News
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There seems to be an increasing  
number of wineries broadening the  
experiences they offer with live music 
events. The styles of music we can  
experience at local wineries are as  
expansive as the range of wines they 
produce, from kick-back country to  
roll-on rock and everything in  
between. The combination of enjoying 
fine wines together with tasty tunes is 
seemingly a winning experience. So, 
does the style of music actually  
enhance the quality and characteris-
tics of wine? 

If we gravitate towards a certain style 
of music or a specific band or artist, 
then there's a better than an odds-on 
chance that listening to this music puts 
us in a good mood. Same with wine – 
we all have preferences for styles and 
varieties of wine which also elevate us 
into a happy place. Stands to reason 
then that if we combine the music we 
like with the wine we love, the  
experience is heightened to a level 
greater than the sum of its parts. 

A study into this phenomenon was  
carried out by Professor Adrian North 
at a Scottish university around a 
decade ago. A report (1) on his work 
indicates that the Prof. conducted a 
study with 250 students and had them 
taste the same red Cabernet wine or 
white Chardonnay wine and then  
listen to various styles of music. The  
characteristics of the music were  
categorised as "Zingy/fresh",  
"Powerful/heavy", "Mellow/soft", and 
"Subtle/refined". The students were 
asked to rate the wines from 0 – "The 
wine definitely does not have this  
characteristic" to 10 - "The wine  
definitely does have this  
characteristic". With the results in, the 
same wine was judged as being more 

zingy and fresh by those who were  
listening to Zingy/fresh music, more 
powerful and heavy by those listening 
to Powerful/heavy music and so on. 
Enough of a result to suggest that the 
taste of a wine can be influenced by 
the music in our ears. The results 
were put down to "cognitive priming 
theory", where the music sets a tone 
for the brain to respond to wine in a 
particular way. 
 
An enterprising Chilean winemaker 
called Montes decided to level up the  
investigation and zero in on specific 
music tracks and grape varieties that 
combined to produce a more positive  
experience. Some recommendations 
he made include Cabernet Sauvignon 
with 'Honky Tonk Woman' by the 
Rolling Stones, Chardonnay with 
'What's Love Got To Do With It' by 
Tina Turner and Merlot with 'Sitting On 
The Dock Of The Bay' by Otis  
Redding. 
So, the next time you're having a 
drink, chilling out and tapping a toe to 
a tune, stop and think – yeah, nah, 
well, maybe! 
(1) Wine and music (II): can you taste 
the music? - https://flavourjournal.bio-
medcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s134
11-015-0043-z 
 
Cheers! Brent Lello

Rocking Up the  
Wine Vibes 

by Brent Lello 
 

Dionysus was apparently a Greek 
God who enjoyed the odd  

indiscretion, act of debauchery and 
generally living life to the full.  I  

expect Michael and Wendy O’Dea 
from Dionysus Wines in  

Murrumbateman are also living life 
to the full, all-be-it in more settled 
and productive ways.  They have 

been producing quality cool climate 
wines for over 20 years and with over 

20,000 visitors to their cellar door, 
has become a highlight on the  
Murrumbateman winery trail. 

 
The subject of this week’s “swirl” is 

Dionysus Wines Shiraz Viognier 
2018.  In the glass, the colour is 

deep, dark red with flashes of purple.  
A swirl reveals aromas of ripe  
cherries and blackberries with 

crushed peppercorns and waving  
violets.  It’s medium bodied, vibrant 
and voluptuous in the mouth, with 

ripe red cherries and black fruit 
flavours.  There’s a lick of liquorice 

and a perfumed floral back note 
from the viognier, leading to a lovely, 

lingering finish. 
 

We enjoyed our bottle with duck  
confit (pictured left), crispy potatoes, 
and rich duck gravy.  The richness of 
the duck being a great match with 
this vibrant red wine but would go 

equally well with any richly flavoured 
meat dish or a chargrilled  

premium cut of beef.  I bought mine 
through their Wine Club and you can 

also buy for $35 on-line here:  
https://dionysus-

winery.com.au/index.php 

Sixty Second Swirl 
Wine of the Week

Sewage Pump moves to Yarrah

Yass Valley Council is seeking approval to redirect 
sewage flow into the new Yarrah sewage pump sta-

tion to decommission the Laidlaw Street sewage 
station in the future.  
 
Yarrah project manager Jack Walker said the council 
is attempting to reduce operational costs and in-
crease efficiency for the community. 
 
Jack said the Yarrah development team were happy 
to oblige council by increasing the size of their 
sewage pump station.  
 
Pump stations are notoriously expensive from an 
operational perspective so having one rather than 
two is seemingly more economically efficient.  
 
“We were happy to see how we could work with 
council and deliver a better, more efficient outcome 
for the community by reducing infrastructure and op-
erational expenses,” Jack said. 
 
“It looks like we've been able to do that and will con-
tinue to work with council and council staff to deliver 
better outcomes where it's possible.” 
 

Director for Infrastructure and Assets James Dugdell 
and other council staff have been great to deal with 
Jack said.  
 
“He's been engaging with our development team 
and his staff have been engaging as well and it 
looks like there's a solution there that works,” he 
said. “It'll help council and the community.” 
 
Jack said increasing the size of Yarrah’s sewage 
pump station to accommodate council doesn’t affect 
their workload.  
 
“It's not any impact upon us from a work perspec-
tive, so it fits within the program,” he said. 
 
“It's not going to delay us in any way and council 
can help deliver a better outcome for ratepayers.” 
 
“We think it's a good thing,” he said. “We're rate pay-
ers as well so it's a positive.” 
 
Brianna O’Rourke 
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Remembrance Day 2021 ACT and Yass
The Australian War Memorial will commemorate  
Remembrance Day 2021 with the National Ceremony on 
11 November commencing at 10:45am in the Memorial's 
Captain Reg Saunders Courtyard. 
Limited tickets to the National Ceremony will be made 
available to the public from 10am on Friday 29 October 
from the Australian War Memorial 
website:  https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/re-
membrance-day 
 
The Remembrance Day National Ceremony will be broad-
cast live on the ABC television and radio. The broadcast 
will also be live-streamed on the 
Memorial's Facebook page, and will be available for view-
ing on ABC iView. 
 
Memorial Director Matt Anderson said that if people are 
not able to secure a free ticket when bookings for the cer-
emony open on Friday 29 October, they are strongly en-
couraged to commemorate at home by watching the 
broadcast and to take the time to reflect on this important 
day. 
"The Memorial invites all Australians wherever they are 
across the nation to commemorate with us at 11am on 11 
November through the ABC broadcast or online on Re-

membrance Day," Mr Anderson said. 
  
The 2021 Remembrance Day National Ceremony features 
traditional elements including   one minute's silence at 
11am, the laying of wreaths by invited dignitaries and a 
Commemorative Address. 
  
11 November 2021 also marks the 80th anniversary of the 
Australian War Memorial which opened in Canberra in 
1941. 
  
On the afternoon of Remembrance Day, a closed Last 
Post Ceremony will take place at 4.45pm and be live-
streamed on the Memorial's Facebook and YouTube web-
pages. 
  
More information on Remembrance Day is available on 
the Memorial's website at: https://www.awm.gov.au/com-
memoration/remembrance-day 
  
The Australian War Memorial remains closed to visitors 
and will reopen to the public on Thursday 17 November 
2021. Bookings for tickets to visit the Memorial galleries 
from the reopening onwards will be available on the 
Memorial's website in early November. 

  
Photographs from the 2021 Remembrance Day service 
will be available on the Memorial's Flickr 
page: https://www.flickr.com/groups/awm/pool/ 
 
Yass’ Remembrance Day ceremony will begin shortly be-
fore 11am on Thursday November 11 at the Soldiers Me-
morial Hall. 
 
Comur Street will be closed from 10:30am to 12:00pm to 
enable foot traffic to gather out the front of the hall. The 
service will run for about 30 to 45 minutes.  
 
RSL Events Manager Jeremy Archer said Mayor Rowena 
Abbey has been invited. 
 
With over 30 years of military service under his belt, Je-
remy also organised ANZAC Day last April after joining the 
Yass RSL Sub-Branch late last year.  
 
“We will commemorate those who have fallen,” Jeremy 
said.  
 
Brianna O’Rourke 

Karen Whitcombe starts new flower farm in Murrumbateman 

Flower farm Wild Blooms recently opened business selling 
organic flower bouquets to florists and individuals across 
Yass Valley and Canberra.  

The woman behind the flowers, Karen Whitcombe, oper-
ates out of her property in Murrumbateman.  

Interior designer by trade, Karen is experienced in both 
gardening and landscape design.  

“Always been a gardener, always been keen to grow flow-
ers and my produce and that's just never left me,” she 
said. 

Karen studied floristry during a stint living in Brisbane and 
said it was lovely working as a florist.  

After renovating and re-landscaping several properties 
over the years, Karen settled in Murrumbateman to be 
closer to family.  

“This is the first time I've attended a flower garden or 
flower farm,” she said. “But, there's not a lot of difference 

[to floristry and gardening].”  
 
Karen said she had to learn about succession planting 
and the floristry market in Canberra.  
 
Entirely organic, the grandmother of five grows her flowers 
from seeds to greenhouse and finally to flower beds in a 
paddock nearby.  
 
The next step for Wild Blooms is expanding their number 
of flower beds so there’s a whole bed for each type of 
flower Karen said.  
 
She uses organic compost from Landtasia Compost near 
Braidwood, which is made entirely from food waste but 
plans to make her own in time. 
 
Focusing on the organic and seasonal flower market in 
Canberra, Karen said she thinks the town really embraces 
the organic market.  
 
Karen only prepares freshly picked flowers that go from 
garden to vase to cool room and are delivered either that 

day or the next.  
 
Compared to the largely imported flower market in Aus-
tralia, Karen said her flowers are higher quality with a 
longer vase life because they’re organic and grown out-
side. 
 
“The whole grown not flown principle, which is very, very 
big in America,” she said. The slow flower movement has 
gained momentum after COVID-19 disrupted international 
markets.  
 
The movement has shifted the focus from expensive and 
exotic blooms to local and sustainable alternatives. This 
has aided in supply chain issues seen throughout the pan-
demic.  
 
Karen sells her flower bouquets through her Instagram 
@wildblooms.farm, which gained nearly 300 followers in 
the first three weeks of business.  
 
Brianna O’Rourke 

Karen’s flower beds and  Karen standing in the middle of her flower beds. 
Karen's floristry shed.



The Yass Valley Council’s caretaker period will 
occur from this November 4 to January 12, 
2022.  

This is due to a requirement for Council to elect 
its Mayor and Deputy Mayor no later than Janu-
ary 13 next year.  

General Manager Chris Berry said the caretaker 
period starts four weeks prior to election day 
and takes the Council through to the election’s 
outcome.  

The results will be announced on December 23, 
but the Councillor-elects will not become official 
until they have taken the oath of office.  

“I think we're going to have a field of more than 
nine [candidates] which will be good,” Chris 
said. “People will have the opportunity to exer-

cise their democratic choice.” 
 
To enable a new Council to be functional as 
soon as practical following the election, the 
Council has recommended the scheduled De-
cember 2021 meeting be cancelled due to the 
timing of the election.  
 
A Council Meeting will be held on January 12 to 
conduct the oath of office, elect the Mayor and 
Deputy Mayor, filling vacancies in the first 18 
months, delegations and the appointments to 
any internal committees. 
 
All Councillor positions, including the Mayor and 
the Deputy Mayor, will be vacated on Election 
Day (December 4). 
 
With no Mayor in place between Election Day 
and the first meeting of the newly elected Coun-

cil, the sitting Council has recommended that all 
Mayoral delegations, be extended to the Gen-
eral Manager until the Mayoral election has 
taken place. 
 
Councils are expected to assume this ‘care-
taker’ role during election periods to ensure that 
major decisions are not made which would limit 
the actions of an incoming Council.  
 
“It's just a protection for the incoming council-
lors,” Chris said.   
 
“That's been a tradition now for quite a number 
of years, that we end up with a caretaker mode 
in the lead up to an election.” 
 
The general manager oversees Council during 
this time. The general manager, Councils and 
other delegates of Councils must not exercise 

several tasks during the caretaker period.  
 
Including entering any contract or undertaking 
involving an expenditure of an amount equal to 
or greater than $150,000 or one per cent of the 
Council’s revenue from rates (whichever is 
larger). 
 
Determining a controversial development appli-
cation – An application for development under 
the Environments Planning and Assessment Act 
1979, for which at least 25 people have made 
submissions during its community consultation.  
 
Lastly, the Council cannot appoint or reappoint 
the general manager, except in the case of tem-
porary appointments. 
 
Brianna O’Rourke 
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Saleyards Report 

Prime Sheep & Lamb –  
27 October 2021 
Total Yarding: 18,719 
Lamb numbers increased with a rise in 
store lambs. New season lambs made up 
the majority with 10,000 penned, however 
quality is slipping as more grown to wool. 
There were good numbers of trade and 
heavy lambs with extra heavy weights in 
short supply. The market eased $18 to 
$22/head across all lambs.  

New season store lambs sold from $114 
to $164 and heavier weights to feeder or-
ders reached $193/head. The trade 
weights to 24kg cwt sold from $165 to 
$214/head with the better lambs averag-
ing 850c/kg cwt. Heavy 24 to 26kg lambs 

made from $205 to $221 and those over 
26kg made from $226 to $271/head.  
Old trade lambs sold from $165 to 
$196/head averaging 760c to 800c/kg. 
Heavy lambs ranged from $177 to $254 
and extra heavy weights topped at 
$280/head.  
 
Mutton numbers eased and all weights 
and grades were offered. Prices also 
eased $15 to $20/head. Medium weight 
ewes sold from $132 to $164 and heavy 
Merinos from $253 to $194/head. Heavy 
crossbred ewes returned $186 to  
$255/head.  
 
Prime Cattle – 28 October 2021 
Total Yarding:  691 

Numbers lifted and the quality was mixed. 
There were a few weaners and a good run 
of feeder steers. Restockers were strong 
on the heifers and heavy trade cattle were 
limited. Grown steers and bullocks were 
back in volume and there were more light 
grown heifers. Around 100 cows, mostly 
heavy weights penned. The market sold to 
mixed trends.  
 
Light weaner steers were dearer and sold 
from 650c to 740c and heifers reached 
810c/kg for just over 200kg. Medium 
weight feeder steers were 20c dearer sell-
ing from 576c to 656c but heavy feeders 
were firm to slightly cheaper with more 
weight purchased and ranged from 460c 
to 530c/kg. Restocker paid more for 

medium weight heifers and feeders held 
off with most of the heifers sold from 500c 
to 558c/kg. Heavy trade steers lost 20c 
selling from 462c to 555c and the best 
priced heifer reached 508c/kg.  
 
Grown steers and bullocks were firm to 2c 
cheaper 455c to 475c and heavy heifers 
were cheaper selling between 440c and 
480c/kg. Most cows were heavy 3 and 4 
score and were 3c to 9c cheaper on aver-
age and sold from 360c to 400c/kg.  
 
Market Report: MLA's National Livestock 
Reporting Service.

T Jenner, Murringo, sold 122 XB Suckers with Kevin Miller, Whitty, Lennon & Co (KMWL) to a top of $237 ph. 
AgStock sold 16 Angus Heifers for 548.2c/kg, ave 420.6kg, $2306ph on behalf of P. West, Harden. Photos SELX 

Yass Council Heads in to Caretaker Mode before elections 

Cricket Set To Start
Yass District Cricket Association will  
commence their senior seasons this  
Saturday, November 6. 
 
The draw is being prepared and will be  
uploaded before this weekend.  
 
Clubs need to submit a covid contact and a 
signed child safety declaration. These 
have been sent previously to each club. 
 
Clubs that have not done this before  
Saturday will not be allowed to play and 
will be classed as a forfeit.   
 
Clubs need to purchase their own balls. 
For A grade this is a red four piece, for B 
grade this is a red two piece.  
 

All clubs that are drawn at home are  
expected to provide stumps and cones. As 
was agreed at the recent meeting held by 
YDCA, Vic Park will be in use every week. 
Teams are advised that they will need to 
have the correct equipment necessary to 
fulfil game day duties. 
 
YDCA would appreciate it if every club 
could provide a game day contact (this 
might be the same as your covid officer). 
They will then send these out to all clubs 
so captains/presidents can communicate 
on game day for issues around rain or  
forfeits. 
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Stockists  
of  

As seen on The Block

Friends Say  
Goodbye to Liz

The photograph on this page is very, 
very rare. It is one of our friend, Liz 
Poulton. Anyone who knew Liz would 
know just how much she hated having 
her photograph taken - hence the  
rarity. Our dearest friend was born 
across the ditch - the only child of a  
diplomatic couple - they lived in  
Auckland.  

When Liz was in her twenties she  
decided to have a look at Australia 
and over she came. It was during this 
time that she met the love of her 
life - her husband David. Typical of 
them both, they got married bare 
footed on a beach in northern NSW. 
They lived in Yass for many, many 
years and along with other things were 

heavily involved in Yass Repertory.   
 
To start with, Dave looked after sound 
and lighting before he got the urge to 
direct. Liz was in total control of the 
props department and boy was she  
efficient! She knew where everything 
was and if she didn’t have it - she 
would source it from wherever she 
could. The props department took up 
most of the upstairs area of the Liberty 
Theatre and when we were told to 
empty it out Liz was beside herself 
with worry and grief. Homes were 
found for some of the props but a lot 
had to be sold where possible or given 
away. Our darling friend went to 
heaven a couple of months ago after a 
very long battle with various cancers. 
As with everything she did, she  
handled it with bravery.  
 
Because of how we have to live these 
days we were unable to say goodbye 
to our friend - BUT when things get 
more normal Dave has promised we 
will have a get together where we can 
all recall her, her wonderful sense of 
humour, her marvellous laugh and her 
friendship. Let your spirit hang around 
us old friend, we still need something 
of you around. VALE Liz Poulton - we 
miss you.  
 
Louise Wilder and Maggie Smith 

Funding to see  
fish flourish

 
Locals have the chance to change the 
face of their favourite fishing spots for 
the better, with Member for Goulburn 
Wendy Tuckerman today announcing 
applications for the Habitat Action 
Grants were now open. 
Mrs Tuckerman encouraged anglers in 
the Goulburn electorate to submit their 
ideas today. 
 
“The Habitat Action Grants program is 
always immensely popular with great 
opportunities to improve local fishing 
environments,” Mrs Tuckerman said. 
“Previously we’ve seen the  
improvement of waterways through 
revegetation with native plants, the 

reintroduction of lost woody habitat 
into rivers and estuaries for fish, and 
more. 
 
“I encourage all recreational fishing 
groups, Landcare organisations, high 
schools and local councils in the  
region to take advantage of this  
fantastic funding opportunity and get 
their applications in before Friday, 10 
December.” 
 
Habitat Action Grants are funded from 
the Recreational Fishing Trusts, where 
all funds raised by the NSW  
Recreational Fishing Fee are placed, 
to apply for this round groups should 
visit www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/hag. 
“The best thing about these grants is 
they are ideas conceived by and led 
by locals, for the local area, and we 
get to see fishing licence fees being 
put to good use – this is their money 
being reinvested into projects in the  
region. 
 
Since 2008, the Recreational Fishing 
Trusts have invested more than $7.5 
million into the Habitat Action Grants 
program throughout NSW. To find out 
more visit  
 
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/hab
itat/rehabilitating/ahr-grants-program.

Local Government Elections 2021 
Yass Valley Times 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Each extra month of online advertising in online stories. 
 When package is taken  - $199 gst inc 

 
Regular cost of advert in online stories per month - $399 gst inc 

 
For other Sizes and frequency including 1/8, 1/4, 1/2 and full page adverts,  

please contact us.

Vote 1 
John Citizen 

(policies) 
 

(Contact Details) 
 
-

EXAMPLE Advertisment

Contact 
ads@thetimes.net.au  
or call 0413 763 216

Special Package 
   

4 x 1/3 page adverts with one month of inclusive  
online adverts in our online stories.  

+ 400 word profile provided by you to go alongside one of the  
adverts in print and online. 

 
$899 GST inc



Page 16                                   YASS VALLEY TIMES                                          WEDNESDAY    November 3, 2021

Yass Valley Times 

Yass Memorial Swimming Pool. 

The NSW Government’s new learn to 
swim voucher program will be expanded 
from preschoolaged children to include 
kindergarten kids who missed out on  
lessons due to COVID restrictions. 

Under the ‘First Lap’ program, eligible  
children from the Goulburn electorate  
can access a $100 voucher for swimming 
lessons with an approved provider, with 
businesses able to register for it from next 
month. 

Premier Dominic Perrottet said the  
program, which starts on December 1, 
would be extended to cover children in 
kindergarten this year, or who are starting 
kindergarten in 2022. 

“Because of COVID restrictions, our  
kindy kids have missed a crucial  
window of being able to develop the skills 
they need to stay safe in the water,” Mr 
Perrottet said. 

 
Minister for Sport Natalie Ward said the 
NSW Government will invest $54 million 
over two years in the program, which will 
also ease cost of living pressures for  
families. 
 
“Summer in Australia is all about  
swimming, at your local pool, beach or 
river. We know families have been doing it 
tough during the COVID lockdown and the 
First Lap program will also ensure family 
budgets aren’t stretched so our kids have 
these crucial skills,” Mrs Ward said. 
 
Member for Goulburn Wendy Tuckerman 
said families could download the vouchers 
from Service NSW soon. 
 
“We know the families have been doing it 
tough during the pandemic, and it’s really 
important they don’t miss out on swimming 
lessons. 
 
“That’s why we’re making sure they can 
also access the First Lap voucher program 
now that our pools are back open for  
lessons,” Mrs Tuckerman said. 

 
Please be ready to show proof of your 
COVID-19 vaccinations when visiting Yass 
and Binalong Memorial Pools from today. 
If you aren't double vaccinated or don’t 
have evidence of a vaccinate exemption, 
you will need to wait until you receive your 
second dose or until 1 December when  
restrictions ease further. 
 

 
Children aged under 11 may enter the 
pools with an adult who is double  
vaccinated. 
 
Persons aged between 11 and 16 do not 
require vaccination or adult supervision.

First Lap Swim Program To Be Extended  
To Kindy Kids in Electorate

Australian Fresh Chicken Wings Australian Lamb BBQ  
Forequarter Chops 

Hass Avocados 
Australian/NZ Grown

Australian Economy Beef 
Rump Steak

Australian IGA Half Leg Ham  
- Bone In

Australian Mangoes Australian Beef Porterhouse 
Steak

Lebanese Cucumbers

Australian Small Washed  
Potatoes 1kg Australian Pork Medallion 

Steaks
Australian Cherry Tomatoes 

250g
Australian Green Oak Lettuce

Australian Fresh Chicken 
Thigh Fillets

$4 kg

 $2 ea

$9 kg

$15kg $20kg

$11kg

Beak & Sons Original Beef 
Burger 500g 

  9/11/21

$2.50 ea
1kg Pack

$2.50 
ea

250g Punnet 

2 for  
$5

Multi-Buy

2 for 
$2.50
Multi-Buy

$7.50 
ea

Save $1.50

$29kg

$5kg

$19kg


